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TO THE 
REVEREND 
JOHN TILLOTSON DD. 
DEAN of Canrersury, anid 
Chaplain in Ordinary to 
His MAJESTY. 


REVEREND SIR, 


, HEREAS &: | 
ther Dedicati- 


ons dre grounded merely up- 
on Refpect and Honour, or | 
upon the prope? of fome " 
Advantage to the Book, | 

A 2 or 


The Epittle 
or Author; this z more im- 
mediately an Effet of Ju- 
ftice: fence it ws by Your 
Encouragement that this 
‘Tranflation appears in Pub- 
lick, You having been pleaf- 
ed to perufe and approve it. 
Tet ths, SIR, not all I 
bave to alledge for this De- 
dication: For whether I 
confeder You as a Zealous 
Defender of our Chriftian 
Religion againft Atheifm ; 
or of our Reformed R eligi- 
on againft the Komith Su- 
perltion, which is the old 
Paganifm reviv'd and var- 


nifbd 


Dedica tory. 


nifb'd over; I cannot make 


a fitter Choice of a Patron, 
either for MIN OUCIU § 
FELIX, or my felf, who 


AW ; 


REVEREND SIR, 


Your moft oblig’d, and 


Moft devoted Servant, 


London, july I 
10. 1682. iat 
| 


PAUL LORRAIN. 
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PREFACE. 


HOUGH a Preface to 
fo {mall a Treatife as this 
is, may by fome be judg- 

ed needlefs and fuperfluous, yet 
having reafon to believe, that 
the READER will not beun- 
willing to underftand fomething 
concerning the Book it felf, its 
Author, and the End of publifh- 
ing it in Englifh, 1 fhall endea- 
vour, as brieHy as may be, to 
give him all the fatistaction I can. 

AS for the Treatife ic felf 
(which contains a Conference ot 
Difpute between a Heathen and a 

| A4 Chriftian, 
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(hriftian, in defence of their res 
{pective Religions) it has been al- 
ways accounted one of the moft 
Eloquent and Curious Pieces, that 
Anti quity has tranimitted to us; 
and in which fo many Excellen- 
cies.fhine forth, as ic is hard to 
determine whether it be more e- 
Joquent or pithy ; more florid or 
found and convincing. The Re- 

lations are {uccinét and clear; the 
Arguments {trong and perfwative ; 
the Allegations pertinent and de- 
Jigbtful, and the Whole deck’d 
with fo ‘comely a grace, and fuch 
lively figures of Rhetorick , as 
makes it ‘truly admirable. t he 
Heathen enters the Lifts firft, and 
“ile dges all that can be thought 
nf, i n favour of Pagan Idol latry, and 
all that the Hell-born Malice of 
thofe 
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thofe times, had invented againft 
the Chriftns, prefling it home 
with all the advantages that Art 
and Learning can afford: The 
Chriflian on the other fide, witha 
sreat deal of foundnels one ad- 
drefs, overthror ws all his Reafon- 
ings in defence of Heathen Super- 
fiition ; beats him with his own 
Weapon; demontftrates to the 
eye the palp yable falfenefs.of thofe 
Scandals rais’d Tape the Chrifti- 
ans, and aflerts their Religion with 
fo much vigor and truth, and re- 
prefents it fo lively (as it was all 
beautiful in its primitive Purity 
and Simplicity) that it can’t but 
sreatly oa SO and delight the 
Devout READ HK. who mu 
needs rejoyce CO fee the Natural 
amiablenefs and Charms of that 
Relts 
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Religion, which (alas!) the Su- 


perftitious inventions and the un- 
fuitable lives of its Profeffors have 
fo miferably difguis’d. Befides 
all this, the Difcourfe contains {uch 
an immente variety of Inftances 
and Fiftories of great Antiquity, 
fuited to the Difpute in hand, as 
makes the reading of it very plea< 
fant and agreeable; infomuch, 
that I dare fay, that neyer more 
Matter was crouded into fo {mall 
a Volume. But I fhould be too 
tedious, fhould I endeavour but 
to couch the Heads of thofe pecu- 
liar Excellencies itis adorned with ; 
wherefore I fhall break off here, 
atid add a few words concern- 
ings the Author MINUCIUS 
FEL 1X, whom we find to have 
been a Roman Knight, and by Pro- 
| feffion 
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feffion a Lawyer or Advocate, who 
were commonly call’d Orators : 
And as to the Reputation he was 
in, S' JEROME’s Teftimony 
may fufhice for all, who calls him 
a Great Roman Orator. And in- 
deed he who perufes the Book in 
Latm, {hall find that he was no 
lefs. As touching the Parties in- 
troducd to maintain the Di/pute, 
we have no further account to 
give of them, what they were, 
befides what’s here exprefsd ; 
though fome fuppofe , chat the 


CACILIUS here’ mention- 
ed, was that Great CA'CILL 
US, who was afterwards fo Fa- 
mous amongft the Chriftians, and 
in remembrance of whom S' 
CYPRIAN taok the Name of 
CACILIANUS. 

THE 


HT The ‘Preface. 
it : THE 4nd of my Tranflating ‘ig 
vi this Great Orator, was chiefly that 
this rare and ufetul Piece might no 
longer walk up and down as a | 
Stranger amoneft us, but be- 
come of our familiar acquainte 
ance, by appearing in an Engli(h 
Garb ; though I can’t but con- 
fefs, that the hopes I conceiv‘d 
that my Name might exempt it 
| felf from common Oblivion, by 
ne being feen in the TitlesPage with 
ai the Famous MINUCIUS FE- 
LIX, was no {mall inducement 
tome, toundertake this Labour. 
But befides ail this, I thought 
1] this Treatife would be of {pecial, 
i ule in this Athei/Pical and Apoftati- 
i xmg Age, to reprefent to our 
i: unthinking Godle/s Crew, the un- 
reafonablenefs of what they | 
would | 
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would fo fain make themfelves 
and others believe, viz. That 
this Univerfe is an Effect of Chance 

and not of W 1/do mm; and that he 
Glorious Fabrick mr Fleayen and 
Farth, had no Architeét, but was 
at all adventures jum le “<b toge- 
ther into this Excellent Ov, , by 
a fortuitous Concourfe of Atoms : 

An Opmion fo sr ofly contradicto- 


| ry to Senfe and Re afon , that -it 


| 
| 
| 
) 


| 
: 
| 


) their Mafters ; and Benefactors 


cannot be admitt a by any, bute 
thofe who have fhaken hands 
with ria own Nature, and by 
their Vi and Debauc hei ies 
have dest aded themfelves be- 
neath the Beafts tha perilh : for 
they know and ack nowle dge 


But thefe more Brutifh; ‘h an the 
Beafts, know neither their own 


—— = = Sit FS eS 
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nor the World’s Great Lord and | 


Maker. Neither will ic (as | 


hope) prove lefs feafonable in this |)" 


dark night of Apoftafie, to hold 


forth to our nominal Chrifti. ms, but |! 
prattical Heathens , the — 


Luftre and Brightnels of that 


Holy Profeffinm, which once hi 


{hone {fo slorioutly in the (oun 


tenances and Lives of its Primitive Wilt 


Embracers, that it made ali the |i 


World to be in love with, or to 


admire it; if by this means they |)« 
might be bila to bethink | 
themlelves, and at length to re- bhi 


turn into the Way of Truth and ix 
Fioline/s, from whence the ey are fi 


sone altray. 


AS to this Tranflation, the ho 


READER may be pleas’d to take 
notice, that I have all along made 
great 
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n{| great ufe of the French of Monfieur 
| D ABLANCOURT, {0 wor- 
ili) thily efteem’d by Ingenious Men ; 
wt} yet not without having an eye 
| to, and continual comparing of 
| it with the Original Latin; though 
ii] Inever thought it fitting to tye 
| my felf too fuperftitioufly to the 
»| Authors Words, but deem’d ic 
iy| fufficient to. exprels his Senfe ; 
| which [ have been very careful 
yf} NOt to vary from in the leaft. For 
| 1 conceiv'd ic my duty where I 
hie) Could not attain his Graces and 
| Ornaments, at leaft to {peak his 
| Mind ; and to give the Substance of 
»| his Arguments, where my poor 
}ability could not reach to clothe 
them in fo rich a Dre/s. For all 
wiwhch [| challenge nothing bue 
the READER’s Acceptance, 

) and 
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Lid ab ae 
and where it needs, his Pardon ; 


Ag HAT 
which might perhaps be an Ene: 
courageme! ne to me, to attempt: 
fomet hing further in the like 
kind hereafter. 


ne A 


Marcus 
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Marcus Minucius Felix 
HIS 
OCTAVIUS: 
OR, A 


Vindication of Curis TIANITY 
againtt PAGANISM. 


HEN I think of my i 
dear OFaviws, and re~ Hi 
fleé&t on thofe delight- 
ful minutes we have | 

{pent together, I feel fuch a pleafure, | 
as if I were ftill enjoying thofe happy | 
days; fo deep an impreffion has his | 
idea \eft in my Mind, fince my Eyes ) 
have loft the fight of him. And in- : 
deed ‘tis not without caufe, that I am i 
fo fenfibly affected with the lof of fo j 
Excellent aad Holy a Perfon,as he was | 


| B {eeing 
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feeing he always exprefsd fo great a 
love for me, that in our paftimes, as 
well as moft weighty Affairs, we ever 
will’d and diflik’d the fame things, as 
if one heart had been divided between 
us. And as he had formerly been the 
intimate Friend of my youthful Loves, 
and Companion with me in my Errors, 
fo when thofe clouds were difpell’d, 
and I came out of the darknefs of Igno- 
rance into the light of Truth, he did 
not difdain to accept of my company, 
though indeed (which was the more 
glorious for him) he far outwent me. 
I fay, as I was lately reflecting on all 
thefé things, I fixed my thoughts on 
that ferious and important Difcourfe 
which he entertain’d, in my prefenice, 
with Cxcilivs, whom by means there- 
of he brought from his vain Superfti- 


tions to the knowledge of the true 
Religion of FESOS CHRIST. 


OCTAVIUS was conie to Rome, |" 
partly upon account of bufinefs, chef- | 


ly, perhaps, to fee me, for whofe fake 
he made no difficulty of leaving his 
Family and Children in that tender 
age 


Wit ; 
ye 
Hing 
as 
a) 
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age when they are the moft lovely; I 
mean, by reafon of their Innocence 3 
when they begin to {peak half words, 
and when their broken and faltring 
fpeech makes whatever they fay ex- 
tremely delightful. It is not to be ex- 
prefsd with what a joy I was tranf. 
ported at this unexpected felicity, of 
meeting fo good a Friend, whom of a 
Jong time I had not feen. 

WHEN the firft motions of this 
joyful furprifal were a little over, af- 
ter our being fome days together, and 
telling one another our adventures, we 
determin’d to go to Offia ; the Baths 
there, near the Sea, being very good for 
me, to dry up my humors, and the 
Vacation of the Vintage affording nie 
leifure for that retirement. It was at 
the time when the greateft heats of the 
Summer begin to abate, and the ripe- 
ning Fruits give notice that the Har- 
velt is at hand. Being arriv'd in this 
fair City, we went early in the morn- 
ing to take a walk upon the Sea-fhore, 
to enjoy the freth air, which quickens 
the fpirits, and imparts livelineS to 

B 2 the 
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the whole body, and where the Sands, | 
in which the footfteps make fo flight)“ 
an impreffion, do not tire the Walker, |‘ 
but fuffer him without wearinefs to re-: 
ceive the benefit of a pleafant and!) 


healthful Recreation. As we were thus)! ™ 


walking on, Cacilivs who was in com-:))\’ 
pany with us, feeing an Image of Se-.) " 
rapis, as we pafs'd by, did according:) “ 
to the Superftition of the Vulgar, kifss)) 
his hand to it, in token of worfhip andl} 
reverence. Whereupon Oavins turn--|j ! 
ing to me, faid; Brother Marcus, you)‘ 
do not like a good man to fuffer one,,)) 
whom you daily converfe with, to) 
remain in fuch grofs blindnefs, as toy) '\ 
{tumble at {tones in broad day-light,,\) 
which though they be fhap’d into fome:}) 
figure, and are perfumd and crown‘d,,}) \ 
yet ftill are nothing but ftones. In--j)' 
deed it concerns you, as well as him,,!) 
not to let him go on 1n this Error. 
WITH this kind of difcourfe wee # 
pafs'd through the middle of the City,,)) i 
and drew towards the Sea-fide, near ai) 1) 
wide and open place, where we fawijj ( 
the waves gently beating the fhore:,} |; 
andi} 


againft Paganifm. 5 
and {moothly {preading the fand, as if 
they had been fitting it on purpofe for 
a walk. And as the Sea is never quite 
calm, even when the winds are ftill, fo 
though the waves were neither high nor 
foaming, yet in great curles they came 
rowling towards the fhore. Thus we 
delightfully wander'd by the Sea-fide, 
and beheld the waves coming and 
breaking themfelves at our feet, and 
then returning to be fwallow’d up 
again in that vaft Element, and keep- 
ing along the edge of the gently bend- 
ing fhore, with pleafant {tories we de- 
ceived the tedioufnefs of our journey : 
For Oavius entertained us with a Dif 
courfe of Navigation, in fo pleafant a 
manner, that we could not grow wea- 
ry either of walking, or hearing him, 
And that we might not go too far, 
we returnd back the fame way we 
came; and being arriv’d at a place 
where Veffels are dry-dock’d, we 
faw fome little Boys vying with one 
another at an exercife of making fhells 
tO graze, as it were, upon the water. 
The Sport is this: They gather {mall 
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fhells on the fhore, picking up fuch as 
are the moft fmooth and round; then 
{tooping to the ground, with all their 
ftrength deliver them, fo as they may 
but juft raze the furface of the water ; 
and he that makes them glide furtheft, 
and gives the moft bounds,does win the 
Game, Whillt OG@avivs and my felf 
were looking on thefe Children, Caecili- 
ws taking no diverfion in their fport, 
nor any notice of the activity of thefe 
Youths, kept aloof thoughtful and 
melancholick, fhewing by his clouded 
countenance that he had fomething in 
his mind that troubled him, infomuch 
that it prompted me to accoft him with 
this difcourfe. How now? What is 

ecome of that gay and charming tem- 
per, which you are wont to have e- 
ven amid{ft your moft ferious Affairs? 
Whereupon he reply'd, I will not con- 
ceal from you, that Oéaviws has affron- 
ted and vex’d me to the heart; for it 
feems that he does blame you, only to 
ofiend me, and accufe you of negli- 
gence, only to expofe me as an igno- 
rant and blockifh Fellow. I am re- 


‘i 


3 
{oly'd 
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folv’d to feck my amends for this inju- 
ry, and to have this matter difcu(sd 
between us in good earneft. It's like 
he! fee then, that it is a more eafy thing 
to talk of thefe matters with thofe of 
his own Party, than fairly and orderly 
to debate them with Learned Men, 
Let us go and fit down upon yonder 
ftones that jet out into the Sea, and fe- 
cure the Baths frem the raging waves, 
where we may reft our felves, and ar- 
gue the Cafe more at leifure. We went 
therefore and fate down, they placing 
me between them both, not out of 
complement or refpect to my Quality, 
(for Friendfhip either finds or makes 
all equal) but as a Judge and Modera- 
tor of their difpute, that I might the 
better hear the reafons of both Parties, 
and keep the two Difputants afunder. 
Then Ceacilius began thus: Brother 
Marcus, though you be already re- 
folved about the Things which are 
now controverted between us, fince 
upon careful examination and tryal of 
both, you have left the Service of our 
Gods, and embraced Chriftianity 5 yet 

B 4 at 
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at prefent your mind fhould be fo ditt 
pofed, that you may hold the fcales e- 
ven, like an equal Judge inclining to 
neither Party 5 that fo your Sentence 
may rather appear to be the effec of 
the force of our Arguments, than of 
your own  preconceivd Opinion, 
Therefore if youl fit down as a 
Stranger, who has no acquaintance or 
intereft on either fide, it will be no 
hard task to demonftrate to you, that 
all the things of this World are uncer- 
tain and doubtful, and that the know- 
ledge we have of ‘em, is rather Opinion 
than Certainty 5 fo that I cannot but 
wonder when I fee fome Men fo lazy, as 
rather inconfiderately to yield to the 
firft Opinion that prefents it felf, than 
to be at the pains to fearch things to 
the bottom. It is indeed a thing to be 
lamented (and which puts one into a 
patlion to think on’t) to fee fome ig- 
Norant men, who have no manner of 
Learning, and do fcarce throughly un- 
derftand any of the ordinary Mecha- 
nick Arts, boldly to decide the high- 
eft and moft important Matters in the 

: World, 


againft ‘Pagani{m. 9 
World, which have exercis'd the Wits 
of the Philofophers of all Ages, and 
who after all, have never been able to 
come to a final determination of them. 
For Man’s underftanding 1s fo little ca- 
pable of fuch tranfcendent knowledge, 
that we cannot apprehend even things 
that lye at our feet. And it feems to 
me a kind of impiety, to be fo curi- 
ous, as to found the fecrets of Provzi- 
dence, and in our inquiries ta reach af- 
ter the heights of Heaven above, or to 
rifle the bowels of the Earth beneath. 
Happy therefore, and wife enough 
fhould we be, if according to the an- 
cient Oracle of Wifdom, we could but 
know our felves, and keep our mind 
from this vexatious and unprofitable 
labour, and confine it within the 
bounds of Reafon and its own medi- 
ocrity. And if notwith{tanding our 
creeping on the ground, as we do, we 
cannot hinder our felves from attempt- 
ing to mount up to the Heavens, and 
to foar above the Stars; let us not at 
leaft add this fecond Error to the for- 
mer, and fill the World with yain Opt- 


} WIS 
nions 
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nions and Fancies, on purpofe to af- 
fright men. For whether the Princi- 
ples of Things be certain Seeds, which 
by a Natural propenfity have joyn’d 
and united themfelves together 5 or that 
the Members of all this {pacious Uni- 
verfe, have meerly by Chance been 
fram‘d and fettled in the orderly man- 
ner in which they now are; What rea- 
fon is there why men fhould fanc 
a God Creator of the World ? What, 
if we fuppofe the Fire to have kindled 
the Stars; and the matter whereof 
the Heavens are made, to have fpread 
and fuftain’d it felf; that the Earth 
was poifed by its own weight, and the 
Sea made out of the moifture which was 
drain’d from that heavy lump; What 
ground is there inall this for this Reli- 
gion? for thefe Fears? What means all 
this Superftition > Pray what is Man, 
and all other Creatures in the World, 
but a mixture of Elements, which in a 
fhort time diffolve themfelves, and re- 
turn into their firft Being, without the 
help of an overfeer, workman, or dif 
pofer of all thefe Changes > Thus by a 
CON[I- 
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continual confluence of the fiery parts 
of matter, of which the Celeftial Lights 
are made, we daily behold new Suns 
to fhine: And by a like caufe the Va- 
pours and Exhalations of the Earth pro- 
duce Clouds, which afterwards being 
condented, and by degrees carried up- 
wards, do at laft difflolve themfelves in- 
to Rain, or elfe caufe bluftring Winds, 

ratling Hail, roaring Thunder, and 
dazling Lightning. Which 1s the rea- 
fon alfo why theie Meteors do cafually 
and indifferently difcharge themfelves, 
fometimes on the top of a Hill, fome- 
times on a Tree, fometimes upon Tem- 
ples and Confecrated places, fometimes 
upon Palaces, fometimes on fuch as 
fear God, and fometimes upon thofe 
that contemn him. Shall I fpeak 


of the variety and uncertainty of 


Storms and tempeftuous weather , 
wherein it is eafy to be obferv’d, that 
without any choice or exception, all 
things here below are turnd toply-tur- 
vy ? Don't we fee both good and bad 
involyd in the {elf fame hy pwrack, 
without any diftinction of Vice and 
Virtue 5 


ee ee a 
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Virtue; the guilty and innocent con- 
fum'd in one fire; and almoft all cone 
fufedly perifh in time of Plague, and in 
War the beft many times are the firtt 
cut off? Nay, in time of Peace, Wick- 


ednefs is not only upon equal terms | ; 


with Virtue, but preter'd and ador'd = 
So that when a man confidereth the 
profperity of the Wicked, he is at a 
lofs what to think of them, and does 
not know whether he has more reafon 
to detefttheir Crimes, or defire their 
happinefs. Now if the World were 
governd by a Divine Providence, and 
the authority of a wife and powerful 
Being, furely Phalaris and Dionyfiws 
the ‘Tyrant had never mounted a 
Throne; nor Rutilivs and Camillys e- 
ver been banifh’d, nor Socrates forced 
to take down the deadly draught. We 
fee here Trees loaden with Fruits, 
Ficlds well ftor’d with Corn , and 
Hills with Grapes, ready for Vintage, 
which promife a plentiful Harveft ; 
and all on a fuddain, this may be utter- 
ly fpoil'd with rain, or deftroy’d by a 
tempelt. Surely it muft be own’d, that 
either 


againft Paganifm. 1? 
either Truth lyes deep buried, and the 
fecret {prings and wheels of Prov- 
dence are altogether unknown, or 
Cwhich is the moft probable) that 
Chance only governs the World with- 
out any Law or Order. And there- 
fore fince either the viciflitudes and 
motions of Nature are uncertain, or 
we our felves certainly under the Do- 
minion of Fortume, how much more 
reafonable and juft is it to retain the 
Doétrine of our Anceftors, and adore 
the Gods which our Fathers have wor- 
fhipp'd, and in whofe Service we have 
been brought up from our infancy, 
than to go about to judge of Things fo 
far above our reach as the Deity 1s? 
And is it not better and fafer to believe 
our firft Fore-fathers. who living in an 
Age of great fimplicity, aad in the ve- 
ry infancy of the World, deferv’d to 
have their Gods either eafie and pro- 
pitious, or exercifing a gentle govern- 
ment like that of Kings? For indeed 
we fee all the Towns, Provinces and 
Kingdoms of the World have fome 
Religion or other, and peculiar Cere- 
monies, 
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monies, each worlhipping their own | 
Country-Godss as the Eleulinians do | 
Ceress the Phrygians, Cybele the Fpi- \ 


daurians, FHifculapins ; the Chaldeans, 
Bell, the Affirians and Sydonians, A- 
feartes the Seythians, Diana 5 the 
Gauls, Mercurins ; and the Romans, 
all of them together; which is the 
reafon why their Power is fo greatly 
encreas d, and themfelves become Ma- 
{ters of the whole World, having car- 
ried their Dominion almoft beyond 
the courfe of the Swz, and the bounds 
of the Ocean: For by the Religion 
and Valout of their Arms by guard- 
ing their City with the Service of the 
Gods, Nunneries of Veftals, and other 
Chaft Votaries, with a vat number of 
Priefis and Ceremonies; by appeafing 
their anery Gods, when other Nations 
wouldhave Blafphemed them, and even 
at that time when Rome was fackt, 
and had nothing Jeft her but the Capi- 
tol; by adventuring (in celebratiug 
their My/teries)to pafsunarm’d through 
the Camp of their Enemies, whom they 
altonifhed and daunted with the bold 
daringnefs 


[diya 
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daringnefs of their Zeal; by continu- 
ing {till to worfhip their vanquifhed 
Gods, even at the very inftant when 
their Enemies having taken their City, 
made ‘em feel the infolence which their 
Victory prompted them to; by fearch- 
ing for Deities throughout the World, 
to adore them and give them Temples 
at Rome, nay, befides all this, by e& 
recting Altars to unknown Deities , 
and the Souls of departed Heroes; 
And in a word, by worfhipping the 
Gods of all Nations, they are deferved- 
ly become the Matters of, and have 
given Laws toall Nations. Which De- 
votion of theirs hath ever been kept up 


amoneft ‘em, and encreafed more and: 


more in procefs of time: For age con- 
fers I don’t know what of Sacrednefs 
upon Temples and Holy Things; mfo- 
much as the more ancient and unknown 
their Original is, the more are they re- 
verenced. It is not therefore without 
reafon, I confefs (though I may be mi- 
{taken) that our Fore-fathers did fo 
much betake themfelves to Divization, 
by obferving the flying and chattering 


of 
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of Birds, and by confulting the entrails 
of Beafts; and did inftitute the Ser- 
vice of their Gods, and dedicate Tem- 
ples to them. Do but look into the 
Hiftories and Records of paft times, 
and you will find that all thefe Myfte- 
rious Ceremonies were ordaind either 


to return thanks to the Divize Boune } th 


ty, or to divert the ftroak of his: }a 
Wrath, or to appeafe the fury of it. | 


Witnefs the Mother of the Gods, who 
at her coming into the City, made 


known the Chaftity of a Lady, and jx; 
deliverd Rome from the fears of her’ |) 
Enemies. Witnefs the Statues of thofe:)) jj 
two Brothers on Horfe-back, whichi? jij 
were erected in the fame place where:}) jij, 
they fhew’d themfelves, when return-- |) jy 


ing from the defeat of Per/es,with their} (py 


Horfes out of breath and all in a foame, 
brought the news-of the Victory, the 
very fame day they had got it. Wit- 


nefs thofe Games which were fet up a--}) 
new, upon a Dream which an ordi--| 
nary man had, that Fupiter was offen--} }., 


ded. Witnefs the Deciz, who won the 


Battle by facrificing their lives for the:)) 
Service?| 


Bat 
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Service of their Country. In fine, 
witnefs Curtis, that noble Youth, who 
leapt on Horfe-back into that yawning 
Deep, which operrd it felf in the mid{t 
of Rome; and by devoting himfelf to 
appeafe the Anger of the Gods, clofed 
up that dreadful Abyfs. And indeed 
the contempt of Divine Bodings hath 
occafion’d the prefence of the Gods 
more often than we could have wilhd 
for; which the River A/a (that un- 
fortunate Name) fufficiently teacheth 
us, as well as the Battle of Claudius 
and ‘funins againtt the Carthaginians, 
which was not fo mucha Fight, asa 
miferable Shipwrack. The Lake Thra- 
firenus hath feen its waters ftain'd and 
fwoln with Roman Blood, becaufe a 


Conful made light of the Verdict of 


the Avgurs; as likewife at another time 
for fome juft impreoations which we 
flighted, we were made a Prey tothe 
Parthians. But pafling by things 
more remote, concerning the Birth of 
the Gods, and the Gifts and Prefents 
made to them 3 and omitting alfo the 
relations of the Poets, and thofe Ora- 
C cles 


18 A Vindication of Chriftianity 


cles that have foretold things to come, |); 


left Antiquity fhould feem too fabulous, 
do but caft your Eyes upon thefe Tem- 


ples, which at once are the City’s Or- |4,, 


nament and Defence, and you thall 
find them more Auguft and Glorious, 
by reafon of the Divivities which inha- 


bit them, and are there ador'd, than /.. 


by all the pomp of their Embellith- 
ments, or riches of their Gifts and Of- 
ferings. From thence it is that the }), 
Priests are infpir'd with the knowledge j,.’ 
of future Events, and teach us how to } 

prevent dangers to come. Here they 
are in{tructed to heal the fick, to 
give hope to the afflicted, fuccour to 
the needy, comfort to the unhappy, 
and eafe to all our pains. And whilft 
we are taking our reft, we oft fee, hear, 
and acknowledge thofe very Gods, 
whom in the day-time we impioufly 
deny, difown and forfwear. Since 
therefore it is agreed by all Nations, 
that there are Gods, though their Na- 
ture and Original be unknown, why 
fhould we fuffer thofe bold and impu- 
dent men, who being puffed up with 
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{ don’t know what impious wifdom, 
endeavour to weaken and deftroy a 
belief which is no lefg ufeful and com- 
fortable, than it is ancient and vene- 
rable ? And though Theodorus the Cyre- 
man, or he that was before him (viz. 
Diagoras Melins) to whom Antiquity 
gave the Sirname of Atheift, have 
{trove to overthrow this Opinion, that 
they might extingui(h all manner of 
Religion and Reverence of the Gods, 
and diffolve the ftrongeft bond of Hu- 
mane Society 5 yet fhall their counter- 
feit Wifdom, never pafs for Philofo- 
phy in the efteem and approbation of 
Wife and thinking Men. If the Athe- 
wians banifhd from their Country one 
Protagoras, becaufe he rais'd difputes 
about the Gods (though he did it ra- 
ther in a Philofophical and inquifitive, 
than profane way) and causd_ his 
Writings to be publickly burnt; thall 
we fuffer men (pray give me leave in 
the heat of difcourfe to {peak out my 
mind freely) I fay, thall we fuffer men 
of an unlawful, infamous and defpe- 
rate FaCtion, without fear of punith- 

C 2 ment 
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ment to attempt againft the Gods; 
and gathering together a company of 
filly and ignorant people, efpecially 
Women, who by reafon of the weak- 
nefs and credulity of ther Sex, are 
eafily deceivd and imposd upon ; train 
them up to a wicked Confederacy, or 
rather Confpiracy 5 into which they 
are not initiated by any holy Rites, 
but by impious Crimes pratisd in their 
Night-Conventicles, Solemn Fatts, and 
horrid and inhumane Feafts? Thefe 
are the people that fculk in the dark, 
and flee the light, who are mute in pub- 
lick, and full of chat 1n their private 
Affemblies. They with horror and 
difdain look upon our Temples as 
poll He Graves; They {pit at our 
Gods, deride our Ceremonies, and 
pity pthexs, whilft themfelves are moft 
of all to be pitied. They flight the 
oun of Priefthood, and contemn 
the. Sacred Purple, whilft themfelves 
have {carce cloaths to cover their own 
nakednefs; and out of a {trange mad- 
nefs and unheard-of boldness, they 
make nothing of prefent torments, 


whilft 


ne 
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whilft they are f{trangely fearful of un- 
certain future miferies; Nay, the ve- 
ry fear of dying after Death makes 
them fearlefs of Death, fo powerful 
an afcendant groundlefs fears, and the 
falfe hopes wherewith they flatter and 
comfort themfelves, have got over their 
Spirits. And in the mean time, as 
Weeds {pring fafteft, and il] habits dai- 
ly encreafe more and more 3 fo this 
pernicious and accurfed Sect every day 
waxing {tronger and {preading it felf 
throughout the World, it is but rea- 
fon that a timely care be taken for its 
total extirpation and fuppreflion. By 
fecret figns and tokens they know one 
another, and their mutual love almoit 
anticipates their knowledge. They 
make their Lu(t a part of their Religi- 
on; and fo much doth the foolifh and 
mad Superftition of thefe People glory 
in their crimes, that they promifcuoufly 
call one another Brothers and Sifters, 
and by this feeming holy Compellation 
make filthy Ince{t af that which other- 
wife were but fimple Fornication: 
Which Wickedneds of theirs is fo much 
C.3 nois 4 
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neisd abroad in the World, that the 


truth thereof cannot well be quefti- . ) 


ond; no more than that other report jj": 
which goes of them, viz. That by a | 
mad Superftition they worthip the }!! 


Head of that vile Animal [an Afs’)}: 
Which indeed is a fort of Worthip ve- 


ry fuitable to their Lives and Manners, | 0 


They are alfo faid to pay a great vene- 
ration to the Privy parts of their 
Priefts, as if they meant to adore the 
Genitals of their Ghoftly Fathers. Now 
whether thefe Reports be true or falfe, 
I will not take upon me abfolutely to 
determine. But their Nocturnal Ce- 
remonies and conceal'd Devotions feem 
to be fufficient Arguments to per{wade 
the truth of them; and they who tell 
us that they worfhip a Man who was 
crucified for his Villanies, andthat the 
Wood of a Crofs conftitutes a great 
part of their Devotion, do worthily 
attribute to them Altars fuitable to 
their Crimes, by making them to a- 
dore. what they deferve. Moreover 
the Ceremony they obferve upon ad- 
mitting any to their Religion is no lef 
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horrible than notorious. A Child co- 
ver'd all over with Pafte (to conceal 
the Murther he is defigned for) is fet 
before the new Profélyte, who, by their 
command, ftrikes his knife many times 
into it, until the blood run down apace 
from all parts, which by them ts as 
greedily fuckt up; and this common 
Crime is made the Pledge and Surety 
for their Silence and Secrecy. Thefeare 
their Sacrifices; which are worfe than 
all Sacriledges. Asto their Featts, they 
are but too well known; concerning 
which our Cirthenfian Orator tells usin 
his Speech, that on a certain day ({o- 
lemnly appointed for that purpote) 
they affemble themfelves all together, 
both Men, Women, Children, Brothers, 
Sifters, and in a word, people of all 
Ages, Conditions and Sexes 5 and af- 
ter they have eaten and drunk to excefs, 
and that the heat of the Wine and 
Meats begins to kindle their blood and 
provoke their luft, they ca{t a morfel to 
a Dog, who is tyd to a Candleftick, 
{> far out of his reach, that in ftriving 
toleap at it, he overthrows the Candle- 
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{tick, and puts out the Light. So that: } i 


having thus rid themfelves of the only 


Witnefs of their infamous actions, and 
taking boldnefs from fhamelefs Dark-. | |i 


nefs, they confufedly mix themfelves; ) \i 


together, as it happens; and therefore | wi 


though it may chance fo, that they are 
not all ince{tuous in deed, yet they are 


all of ‘em fo in will and defigns fince } (i 


the Sin aed by any one of them 
is not only confented -to, but withd 
by the whole Company. - Several o- 
ther things of this nature there are , 
which I purpofely omit, I having al- 
ready produc’d but too many inftances 
of their Errors. And. indeed were 
there nothing elfe againft them but 
that of their endeavouring to conceal 
fo much their Myfteries in ob{curity, 
it would be an evident proof of the 
truth of all we fay, or at leatt of the 
greatelt part thereof. For why do 
they fo induftrioufly ftrive to hide that 
which they worfhip? Men are not a- 
fraid to publifa their honeft ations ; 
but fuch asare unjuft they feek to cover 
with filence and privacy, Why have 
they 
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they neither Altars nor Temples, nor 
any Images, at leaft which are known? 
Why don’t they {peak but in private 
holes and corners, whither they repair 
by {tealth, 1f this their conceal’d Reli- 
gion be not infamous and criminal 2 
But pray, from whence, who, and where 
is this one only folitary and forfaken 
God of theirs, whom not one free Na- 
tion, no Kingdoms do worfhip, no not 
the Romans themfelves who have wor- 
fhippd all the Gods of the whole Uni- 
verfe? Among all the people in the 
World there 13 but thar one miferable 
Nation of the Jews, who have ferved 
one God alone; and yet they did it 
too in a publick manner, with Tem- 
ples, Altars, Rites and Sacrifices; and 
notwith{tanding the power of this God 
is fo inconfiderable, that both himfelf 
and his People are now Captives to 
the Romans. But what {trange and won- 
derful things don’t they invent ? They 

affert, That to this God,whom they nel- 
shes ee,nor can demonttrate,men’s Lives 
and Adions are particularly known; 
That he hears their words, fearcheth 
their 
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their moft fecret thoughts, and is pre. 
{ent every where 5 thereby making him 
troublefome , reftlefs and curious, e- 
ven to impudence; for he hath a hand 
in, or at leaft.a knowledge of every 
thing 5 Heis prefent every where, and 
leaves nothing unpried into. But how 
can this be? How can he poflibly have 
an eye to every thing in particular, 
who has bufinefs 1n all places at once > 
Or how can he be fufficient for all, 
whilft he applies himfelf to every par- 
ticular? Nor do they content them- 
felves with all this; but they threaten 
all the World, and the Starsthemfelves 
with an untverfal Conflagration 5 as if 
any thing could alter that Eternal Or- 
der, which Nature her (elf has efta- 
blifh’'d; the Elements break their Alli- 
ance, or the Divine Harmony of the 
Spheres be diflolv’d, for to deftroy this 
wonderful Fabrick, which contains 
and furrounds us. To thefe they add 
feveral other Old Wives Fables: They 
tell us, That after Death their afhes and 
duft fhall rife again; and (by I don’t 
know what ftrange kind of perfwafi- 
on) 


fh 
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f 


on) they ftedfaftly believe thofe Er- 
rors they have invented, and fanc 

themfelves already rifen and born a- 
gain: Which is a double madnefs and 
folly, to believe that the Heavens and 
Stars which we leave as we found 
them, fhall perifhs and that Men, 
whom we fee hourly dye and have an 
End, as they have had a Beginning, 
fhall for ever abide. And as if Dead 
Bodies being kept from the flames, 


fhould not by length and pracefs of 


time be turn‘d into duft and afhes, they 
will not burn their Dead, and blame 
us becaufe we burn ours. Do you think 
that it matters any thing, whether 
they be confumd in the Earth or in 
the Sea, or devourd by Fire or wild 
seafts ? For if Dead Bodies have any 
fenfe, any manner of Burial muft needs 
be atormentto them; but ifthey have 
none, that way whereby they are 
fooneft confum’d, isthe beft. Never- 
thelefs being prepoffett with this ridi- 
culous opinion, they promife them- 
felves (as the Godly Party) an cver- 
la {ting | happinefs after this Life : a 
threaten 
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threaten others (as being the Rebel 


Rout) with torments that fhall have: 
no end. I have many things to fay’ 


here, to prove them worfe than others; 
but I will not take pains to make it 


out, fince I think it fufficiently done: 


luna 
b i\\d 
Ran 
Lau} 
ie 
IM 
‘hn A 
{} j 
fy K 


i wht 


already. But were it granted that: ) q 


they are as righteous as others, is it 


not as a certain truth believd by moff, ,j ; 
That Deffiny is the caufe both of the:| 
good and evil, that we {ee in the:} 


World > Which js your judgment al- +} 


fo. For as fome impuie all humane 
Actions to Fate and Fortuxe, {o do 


you to God. Which is in effec to fay, | 


that you have not voluntarily embra- },, 
ced this Sect, but God has Elected you |} 4, 
thereunto; So that thereby you make ||) ¢. 
your God an unjuft Judge, who does)\), 
not punifh the finful, but the unfor- |, 
tunate. Pray tell me, fhall you rife }; 


again without, or with a Body? and 


fhall that Body be the fame you have | 


now, or another? If you fay without 
a Body: For my part I don’t believe 


there is either Life, Soul, or Senfe with- |} | 


out a Body, And how with a Body? 
{ 
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It cannot be your own ; for that is al- 
ready wafted. Shall it be another > 
Then it will be a new body, and not 
the old one repair'd. Befides, fo ma- 
ny Ages are paft and gone; and yet 
who has ever been feen to rife and 
come to Life again, though but for a 
{mail time (as the Poets feign Proteftlaws 
did) that we might have fome ground 
to believe this Paradox 2 Indeed thefe 
Stories are but Chimeras of a crack’d 
brain, and the vain comforts which 
Poets have invented and pleafantly ex- 
prefs'd for their own and others diver- 
fion. And thefe old Fablesnew vamp, 
your credulity entertains and applies 
them to your God. Why don’t you 
fuffer the experience of things prefent 
to'teach you, at leaft, how vain thefe 
your promifes and hopes of the future 
are? Poor wretches! You might learn 
what will be your Fate after Death, 
by the miferies of Life which you now 
endure. The moft and the beft of you 
(as you fay your felves) are ready to 
{tarve, being in want of all things ne- 
ceflary for this mortal Life, and under 
great 
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great troubles and miferies; which 


God fuffers and takes no notice of3,)' 
An evident proof, that he either will. 


not, or cant afford you any reliefs 
and by confequence is either impotent 
or unjuft. Thou who flattereft thy 
{clf with an immortality after this Life, 
art thou not fenfible of thy condition? 
Canft thou deny thy weaknefs, when 
thou trembleft at dangers, when thou 
burneft in a Feaver, when thou 
art rack'd with pain? Miferable delu- 
fion! Not to own one’s mifery, even 
when one feels it! But to leave thefe 
common Matters; behold there are 
executions, punifhments and torments 
that await you, and crofles, not to 
be ador’d by you, but endur’d; with 
fires and flames, which you own your 
{elves afraid of, whilft you foretel and 
threaten them to others, Where is 
that God that can raife the Dead, but 
not relieve the Living? Are not the 
Koweans, without the affiftance of your 
God, become the Matters of the World, 
d of your felves too, whilft you in 
© mean time refrain from lawful 
pleafures, 
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pleafures, and entertain your fullen hu- 
mour with troublefome fears and anxi- 
ous thoughts ? You are never feen at 
any publick Spectacles and Triumphs ; 
nor do you ever frequent our folemn 
Feafts and Combats in honour of our 
Gods. You abhor the Meats which 
Priefts have touch’d, and are afraid to 
talte the Wine that hath been prefented 
on our Altars; Sothatit feems you ftand 
in fome awe of thofe very Coeds, whom 
youdeny. You wear no Garlands on 
your Heads, and referve your Oint- 
ments and Perfumes for the Deads 
Nor do you fo much as adorn the 
Graves of your deceafed Friends with 
Chapicts. You look pale and trem- 
bling, and are indeed real Objetts of 
pity 5 but it muft be of the pity of 
our Gods, for yours take no notice 
of you. Miferable Wretches! who 
deprive your felves of the enjoyments 
of this Life, and deceive your felves 
in the expeCtation of another, There- 
fore if you have any wifdom or mode- 
{ty left, give over gazing upon the 
Stars, and fearching into the Dejing 
O 
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of the World; And think it enough | 
to look to your own feet; efpe-  } iw 
cially for fuch tude and unlearned } iti 
People as you are, who hardly under } iii 
{tand matters of a Civil concernment, }1 
much lefs are able to difcourfe of Di- } ti: 
vine and Heavenly things. But if you } ign 
have fuch ant itch of Philofophizing, fol- | \ty 
Hh low the Example of Socrates (you who ji 
Wh i think fo highly of your felves) that | iy 
Hi was the Prince of Wifdom: All know | ty 
Wey the anfwer he was wont to make to jj 
| thofe that ask’d him any Queftions a- } iy: 
bout Mattersof DIVINITY. What's  \\ yp 
above #s (Laid he) does not concern ws. |} 
For which he merited the Praife of ex- | 
traordinary Wifdom, from the mouth }¢, 
of the Oracle it felf; and he himfelf |), 
was fenfible, that it was not for his |), 
knowing all things, that Apolo had |}. 
pronounced him the Wifelt of all |), 
i Greece; but becaufe he had learn’t this },,. 
‘ one thing, That he knew nothing. This } 1; 
therefore is the greateft Wifdom of all, | \, 
| for a Man to confefs his own ignorance, | , 
| Upon this bottom were founded the }),;, 
Opinions of Arcefilas, Carneades and },. 
feveral 
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feveral other Philo/phers of the Ancient 
Academy, who thought it fafeft not to 
determine any thing in Matters of any 
difficulty. And indeed this modeft 
and doubtful way of Philofophizing is 
the beft, feeing it is warinefs in the 
Ignorant, and wifdom in the Learned. 
It was this, which gain’d fo much ad- 
miration and efteem to Simonides , 

whofe admirable flownefs and caution 
deferves to be proposd as an Example 
to beimitated by all Pofterity. For be- 
ing ask’d of Hiero what his belief and 
Opinion was concerning the Gods, he 
at firft demanded a day to confider of 

: The next day after being queftion- 
ed about the fame thing, he defir'd 
two days more; the third time he 
cravd as many more; and fo from 
that time forth he {till doubled the 
number: At which the King ftanding 
amazd (not being able to guefs the 
reafon of fo many delays) and prefiing 
him to anfwer the Queftion without 
any further put-ofls; The wore (faid 
he) O Kine, shat I ‘ud and meditate 
of the Thing you enguir'd of me, the more 
D 
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objcure it grows. Thus (methinks) we 
ought to leave fuch things as are intri- 
cate and uncertain, undetermin’d, and 
not boldly give our Verdict in a Mat- 
ter, wherein the Wifeft Men are at a 
great lofs, and ufe to fulpend their 
Judgments; nor be too forward to re- 
folve and decide Controverfies, whilft 
the ablef{t and moft Learned are yet in 
doubtful deliberation about them 3 fee- 


ing this is the ready way either to de- | 


ait 


{troy all manner of Religion, or to 


introduce the moft fulfome Superftition > wi 


and intolerable Slavery. 


WHEN Cacilins had thus made an & x 


end, Well (faid he, with a {miling | 
countenance; for the earneftnefs of’ 


his Difcourfe had appeasd his Anger) (| | 


what to all this fays our Oavins of the:) ‘ 
Race Plautus {peaks of, the chief of Ba-\) jy 


hers, and the meaneft of Philofophers ¢ 


Soft (faid I to him) you had better:} ¢, 


{pare your braggs, and not begin your 
triumph till you have got the Victory 5; 
nor pleafe your felf too much with the 
fine Speech you have made. Remem- 


ber that Truth, and not Vain-glory,,| 
isi 
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is the Thing we contend for. And 
indeed it is not your Difcourfe that 
gives me the greateft trouble (though 
I muft confefs that I was extreamly ta- 
ken with it, becaufe it was both very 
witty and graced with admirable va- 
riety) but I am forry to fee, that the 
probability of Things does change face, 
according to the abilities and elo- 
quence of thofe that difcourfe them, 
and that the moft evident truth often 
is Obfcur'd by the weaknefs of thofe 
who ‘manage it. Men are apt to be 
carry d away with an Eloquent Speech, 
and toaffent to every thing thatis plau- 
fibly faid, and to be diverted from the 
confideration of what’s treated of, 
without difcerning Truth from Falf- 
hood, or confidering that as a Paradox 
may fometimes be true, fo a likely 
thing often is falfe: And therefore the 
eafier they are to believe the aflferti- 
ons of others, the oft’ner are they re- 
provd and convined by thofe who 
look nearer into the Matter: So that 
being nettled at Jaft to fee themfelves 
deceiv'd at every turn, they caft the 
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blame of their own rafhnefs upon the 
doubtfulnefs and uncertainty of all 
things, and had rather condemn every 
thing and believe nothing at all, than 
concern themfelves in Matters that are 
fo doubtful, and lyable to miftake. 
"Fis therefore our intereft to have a 
care, left this fhould make us have an 
averfion for all manner of Difcourfe 
and Conferences, or (which is worfe) 
make us diftaft and hate the company 
of Men. For thofe who eafily believe 
any thing, finding themfelves frequent- 
ly deceivd, by perfons whom they be- 
fore efteemd honeft and good Men, 
fall into another extreme, which is, 
That they fufpe& all the World, and 
miftruft even thofe in whom they have 
reafon to repofe the greateft confidence. 
Wherefore fince it 1s fo natural for e- 
very one to employ all their might 
in the vindication of their own Opini- 
ons, and fince alfo in fuch Difputes as 
thefe, the one has commonly more 
Truth on his fide, though obfcure and 
unperceiv'd, and the other more Wit 
and Eloquence, even fo far as fome- 
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times to perfwade things that are not 5 
it is our Duty to ponder and confider 
of the Whole, with all the ftriGnefs 
and exactnef$ imaginable, thar we may 
pick out, approve and receive what’s 
good in it, contenting our felves to 
commend what is wittily faid, without 
believing it. 

YOU tranfgrefs the bounds, and 
keep not the meafures of an equal Judg 
(reply'd Cacilivs) by interrupting our 
Difpute with a Difcourfe that endea- 
vours to weaken the {trength, and take 
away the credit of what I have faid ; 
efpecially feeing Odavivs has all the 
Particulars of my Reafoning whole and 
entire before him, and may anfwer and 
refute them, if he can: And for all 
your refleGing on my Difcourfe, if I 
be not miftaken, I have done nothing 
but what's for the intereft of us both ; 
having endeavourd only to exhibite a 
Compendium of the Matters in Quetti- 
on between us, to the end that what 
I have deliver'd, might be examin‘d, 
rather by the force and foundnefs of 
Reafon, than by any high and popes 
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Eloquence. And we ought not any 
more take off our attention from con- 
fidering the Things themfelves (as you 
well obferve) fince our Fannarins is 
now preparing and raifing himfelf to 
take his turn, if we can but have the 
patience to hear him with filence. 

Ef SHALL fpeak (faid Oavins) as 
much tothe purpofe as I can. But we 
miuft firft endeavour to wipe off all inju- 
ries,calumnies and reflections,and to dif 
pel thofe clouds withthe light of Truth, 
To begin therefore, I muft firft of all 
tell you plainly, That you have ex- 
prefs'd fo great an uncertainty about 
the things you {poke of, that I doubt- 
ed whether you fail’d in point of Learn- 
ing or Knowledge, or were blinded by 
Error. For fometimes you faid that 
you believ’d there were Gods; and 
fometimes again, that you did’ not 
know, what to believe of ’em; as if 
you had a defign by your ambiguous 
Expreflions ta avoid the dint of my 
An{wer. But I can’t think this of Ce- 
cilius 3 Thefe crafty tricks are beneath 
the greatnefs of his Wit, and the fim- 
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plicity of his temper. But he does 
like thofe, who knowing not the way, 
{top when it divides into many, and 
are at a lofs which to take, becaufe 
they cannot believe them all right, 
and dare not chufe any one: In like 
manner he who hath no firm judgment 
of Truth, is doubtful and divided 1n 
his Opinion about it, according as the 
reafons on either fide do incline and 
fway him by turns. Therefore tt is no 
wonder if Cecilins alfo be tofsd to and 
fro by contrary Opinions. Which 
that he may no longer be, I will con- 
vince bim of the Variety of his Errors, 
by reprefenting Truth to him which 1s 
but one, and {o fettle and eftablifh him 
for ever. And becaufe he takes it fo 
heinoufly , that. unlearned and poor 
ignorant people (as he calls us) fhould 
maintain any Difpute about Dzvive 
Matters; he mutt underftand , that 
all Men are born reafonable Creatures, 
without any diftinction of Age, Qua- 
lity or Sex, and owe not their Wit- 
dom to Fortune, but to Nature. Be- 
Gdes, that Philofophers and ather re- 
D 4 nowned 
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nowned. Inventors of Arts and Sciences, 
were accounted but mean people, il- 
literate and poor, till their wifdom 
made them Famous; Sotrue it is, that 
the Rich who idolize their Treafures, 
make more account of their Gold, than 
of Heaven 5 whereas fuch poor Fel- 
lows as we, have always been the 
Searchers-out of Wifdom and Teachers 
of it to others. Whereby we may 
plainly fee, that Wit and Wealth do 
not always go together; neither is it 
fo much the Effect of great Study and 
Induftry, as an advantage of Nature. 
Men ought not therefore to quarrel, or 
be angry, when they fee others make it 
their bufinefs to inquire into the truth 
of Divine Myfteries, and declare the 
underftanding they have of them; {ee- 
ing we ought not to regard fo much 
the Authority or Quality of the Dit 
putcr, as the Weight and Truth of 
what isfaid. Thedtrength of Reafon 
appears moft clearly, when the Dif 
courfeis{tript of all external Ornaments 
and Flourithes, not painted and fet 
off with an artificial Grace and Elo- 
| quence, 
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quence, but fupported by Truth, 
which ts the Rule of Right and Wrong. 
Not that I deny, for all that, what 
Cacilivs has given himfelf fo much trou- 
ble to prove, viz. That Man ought to 
know himfelf, what he is, from whence, 
and for what end; Whether he be 
compounded of the Elements, or made 
up of Atoms; or rather fram’d, fa- 
fhiond, and animated by GOD himfelf. 
But this we cannot refolve without in- 
quiring into the nature of the Uni- 
verle, feeing both thefe things have fo 
near a relation, and are (o ftraitly 
linked to one another, that we cannot 
rightly apprehend what Man is, with- 
out a diligent enquiry into the nature 
of the Deity ; nor be able to manage 
the civil Affairs of this World, with- 
out being acquatuted with the confti- 
tution of this great City of the Uni- 
verfe. And indeed it being this efpe- 
cially, that makes us differ from Brutes, 
that whereas they are continually {toop- 
ing downwards to the ground, look- 
ang no higher than their Food 3; we on 
the contrary, who have our Faces raisd 
upwards 
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upwards to behold Heaven, and are : jj 
endued with the ufe of Speech and. pyr 
Reafon, which teaches us to acknow-: | ya 
ledge GOD, to perceive and imitate: jiu 
Him; we cannot without guilt fhut:)jyu 
our Eyes againft this clear Light, which!) { 
continually glares upon our Senfes 53 jy 
it being the higheft kind of Sacriledge: ine 
to feek that on Earth, which is not ton), 
be found but in Heaven. And tonpii) 
{peak the truth, one mutt be blind andl/ii7 
fenfelefs, to fancy all this great andl}, , 
admirable Fabrick of the World,to have:)\y,. 
been form’d by a fortuitous concourfe?) | 
of blind, fenfelefs, and unthinking;),,.,, 
Atoms, rather than by the unfearch--j,,, 
able Wifdom and immenfe Power of ai)... 
God. For what can be more plain,,J)4 
evident or confpicuous (whether we}; 
lift up our Eyes to Heaven, or caftil),,, 
them down to the Earth) than thatt),, 
there is an inconceivably- powerful and}, 
wife Spirit, which does infpire, influ-4y;, 
ence, move, cherifh, and conduttij, , 
whole Nature, and every part of it 2%) 
Do but behold the Heavens 5 Let youn,” 
thoughts out into the vaftnefs of thei,” 
; Extenfion:4 | 
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Extenfion; confider the f{wiftnefs of 
their courfe; view them by night, 
when they fparkle, and are all be- 
{pangl’d with Stars; or by day, when 
they are all bright and refplendent from 
the Sun; and you will eafily difcern 
the wonderful and Dizize skill of the 
Supream Governour in the ordering 
and poizing of allthefe, Again, con- 
fider how the Sun by his courfe through 
the Zodiack meafures out the Year: 

and diftinguifhes its Seafons , as the 
Moon does the Months by her increafe 
and decreafe. What fhall I fay of this 
continual viciflitude of Light and Dark- 
nefs, which affords us the agreeable and 
neceflary enterchange of Labour and 
Reft>? But I muft leave the further 
difcourfe of the Stars to the Ajtrologers, 
whofe proper bufinefs it is to inquire 
into their Virtues and influences, and 
who teach us, which of them rule the 
Winds, and inform the wary Mariner 
in the Art of Navigation 5 and which 
of them determine the time for Plow- 
ing and Reaping, and are the perpe- 
tual Almanack of the laborious Huf- 
bandman, 
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bandman, From all which it is undijs 
miably evident, that thefe Wonde!*“’ 
could never have been created, fram)!" 
and difposd in that excellent Orden!" 
without the perfect Wifdom of thi 
Supream Artift 5 feeing we cannot if ‘il 
much as know or underftand them 
without a great fagacity of mind amp) li 
reafon. What {hali we fay ot the (0 
exact Difpofal of Time and Seafonsiiu 
wherein we do not know which wyhittu 
areto admire moft, their Conftancy cui: 
their Variety ? How loudly dothey pred 
claim their Divize Author, and Wilt! 
Director! The Sprig is not more plezdjits | 
fant by its fair Days and Flowers, thaaliii 
the heat of Summer is uleful and acai 
vantagious to ripen the Fruits of chifiny 
Earths and the liberal Plenty of Asis 


tumn 1's not more joyful, than the wedi 


and froft of Winter is needful. Whiceline) 
Order might eafily be difturbed , if ‘ty, 
were not difpenfed by the {teady Hani hyy: 
of Power and Wifdom. Qh! the Wont\ 
ders of Providence! which has allay din, 
the nipping frofts of Wéinter, ani¥\p, 
fcorching heats of Swamer, with thili,, 
inten} 
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aintervening temperature of the Spring 
niand Avtumans and that with {uch exa.. 
ig@tnefs,that the change of thefe extreams 
iepOf heat and cold, 1s fo far from being 
¢ (intolerable, that it is even ealie and 
widelightful, giving us the pleafure of 
tiqwariety,and yet {liding gently and infen- 
nl Tibly from one extremity to another. 
{eat your eye upon the Sea, and to 
your amazement you {hall fee how the 
oofe Banks of Sand give a check to its 
woproud and raging Waves. Confider 
so}he wonderful ebbings and flowings of 
\\i@he Oceans Behold the Springs whofe 
wja@vaters flow continually; View the 
: tifvers which purfue their uninterrupt- 
ded courfe without ceafing, and ever 
jigeturning to that vaft Deep, which 
8 the Center of their Emanation: Take 
wie) Profpect of thofe vaft Woods and 
yi orrefts, which deck and grace the 
| (ace of the Earths they are all fed front 
Mgges bowels, and yet the Earth is never 
jgne lefs. What thall I fay of that plea- 
jqent and ufeful difpofal of the {teepnefs 
if Mountains, the rifings of Hills, the 
, i@att extention of Plains > Or what fthall 
d | 
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I fay of fuch numberlefs numbers « !" 
Creatures, whoare (each of them) fé 
verally furnith’'d wich their peculta i 
Weapons of defence 5 fome are arme}fi! 
with horns, others fenced with teeth!’ 
fome f{trengthned with hoofs, othe:}tit! 
fharpned and edged with claws 5° fom) it 
appointed with {tings and {purs, otheesit! 
defended with a prickly and unaccefil) ste 
ble skin; whilft others again fecuujuuit 
themfelves by the lightnefs of theejpti 
heels, or {wiftnefs of their wings; Ni 
ture having beftow'd on every one «(loi 
them either ftrength or cunning fa itl 
their own defence 2? But above all, thine 
perfection and beauty of the Shape «(ing 
Man, proclaims and owns GOD to hawikiit 
beenthe Artif that fram‘d it, His wifipor 
right Stature, his raisd Countenano i 
in the upper part whereof the eyes ai) inij; 
potted as on a Watch-tower, and whi Bit 
all the other Senfes have their fever} ij}, 
Stations and Quarters allotted thers) 
asin a Ca(tle or Citadel. We fhouiliiyji: 
never have done in going about if}; 
treat in particular of al] thefe Wom 
ders: There is not one part in Mail; 


W hid 


againft Pagani/m. 47 
which is not ornamental and graceful, 
as well as neceflary : And what is yet 
more admirable is, That the fame Fi- 
gure which 1s common to us all,is diver- 
fified by fuch an infinite variety of Fea- 
tures in each of us, that as there is a 
likenefs in all, fo there is in every one 
fomething that makes him unlike to an- 
other.. Befides, how wonderful is the 
manner of our Birth ? How ftrong and 
prevalent the defire of begetting our 
Like? Upon whom can you father thefe 
Wonders but upon GO D alone, who 
{wells the breafts with milk, againft the 
time the Infant breaks his Prifon, and 
comes to breath the free and open Air, 
fuiting their nice tendernefs with a pro- 
portionate delicate nourifhment? Nor 
do’sthisbountiful GOD content himfelf 
to take a general care of the Univerfe, 
but provides alfo for each part of it. 
What Great Britain wants of the heat of 
the Sun,is made up by the warm Vapours 
which arife from the Sea that furrounds 
it. The overflowing of the River Ni- 
lus ferves Egypt inftead of Rain. Ex- 
porates makes Me/opotamia fruitful, and 
the 
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the River Indus is {aid both to fow andi), 
water thofe Eaffern Parts, If perchancey,.,,; 
ou fhould come into a houfe, andif,,, 
there find all the Rooms richly furnifh--,,., 
ed, beautified and adorned, would}... 
younot without the leaft hefitancy con+,,,.. 
clude, That there is fome Lord anc, 
Owner of it, who is far better than allt, 
this rich and glorious Furniture 5 {ol 
likewife in this ftately Palace of the) 
World, when you take a view of Hea: 
ven and Earth, and that Providence: 
Order and Law, which difpenfeth anc), 
direéts all things inthem, doubt, if you)? 
can, that there is a Lord and Father oy), 
this great Family, whofe Glory fail) ° 
tranfcends that of the Sun, Moon anc,” 
Stars, and who is more beautiful tharif’,” 
the moft lovely part of it. But per” 
liaps, fince there 1s no doubt whethes |” 
there be a Providence or not, you mavy “ 
think ic a Queftion whether there boy’! 
butone or many , that have a hand wi)" 
the adminiftration of this Celeftial Gap)” 
vernment, it will not be a hard matt}”" 
ter to fix this your incertainty, if you)! 
will but attentively confider the Kinga" 
domi 
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|, Gomsof the Earth, whichare but fo ma- 
| ny Copies of the One Heavenly Ori- 
| ginal Empire. When did ever a Mo- 
| narch either admit of a Partner in his 
4) Soveraignty , in full truft and conf- 
| dence, or lay him afide without blood? 
| I omit {peaking of the Perfiaxs, who 
| refer'd the choice of their Prince to 
| the neighing of an Horfe 5 and pur- 
| polely pafs-by SHE old Story of the 
| Theban Brothers. All the Wor! id knows 
| what diffenfion 5a arofe between 
two Twins, which of them fhould be 
| King over a Company of Shepherds, 
4and their poor Cottages. The Wars 
Of Cefar and Pompey have {pread 
themfelves over the whole World, and 
ithe Fortune of fo vaft an Empire was 
ie i not big enough to fatisfie theambition of 
'two fo nearly ally’d, as Father and Son- 
4in-Law: You may from thefe inftances 
| '} eafily judge of the reft. The Beescan 
\faffer no more than one King; Flocks 
fs Mfollow one Leader, and every Herd 
“phas 1 its own Kuler: And can you im- 
“Yagine the Supreme Power of ‘Heaven 
ih be divided, and that the Soveraign- 
k ty 
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Yea thofe who will have Fupzter to be 


the Soveraign of the Univerfe, do only, 
miftake in the Names but < agree with 
us in the Thing it felf, That there 1s 
but One only Power. The Poets alfc 
in their Verfes celebrate Oxe Father 
both of the Gods and Men 3 and fay 
Lhat the sea and Thoughts of Merl: i 
are fuch as GOD every day putt. 
into thems, aad what fhall we fay o) 
Virgil ¢ Does not he fpeak yet more 
clearly and more near to Truth, wher, 
he faith, Dhat ix the beginning ther 
was a Spirit, which inwardly cherifhecs,° 
and fofter'd both Heaven and Earth. 
and ae allthe Parts of them were atui\ 
ated by a Mind infufed throughout tho 
Whole. he and that from thence, Men anc 

ot her Cre: af ures derive their Original: 
e fame Prince of Poets calls in anon} 
wa place this Mind and Spirit GO D)j 

s where he faith, that GO Dé difful 
| ed throughout the vaft Exctent of thos 


all 
ae ia) 
Thi 


a 


Earth and Seas, and of the high Heaven 


and that from ‘H 1M? , Men and Beafts : 
Rain and Lightning do proc eed. Anca 
what do we fay elfe, but thar GOL} 
i 
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is an Eternal Mind, Reafon and Spirit? 
Let us take a view, if you pleafe, of 
ae St ety of Philofophers, and you 
| find that though t they feem di- 
vet yet they all agree in this Matter. 
And omitting thofe rude and primi inh 
Men, who by their Sayings purchafed 
the Name of Sages; Thales the Mile- 
tax, who was Befare them all, and 
‘who firft maintain’d any Difpute con- 
cerning Celeftial Things, held that 
Water was the Or iginal Matter of all 
things,and that GO D was that Mind,or 
Linderftanding S Spirit, who fram’d them 
out of it: Which is certainly a more 
profound and fublime Account con- 
cerning the Water, and its actuating 
Spirit, than c ou ld proceed from the un- 
derftandi ing of Man, without the affi- 
{tance of Divine Revelation. Thus 


you plain ‘g ie that the Opinion of 
the firlt of P/ ihr ers, does entirely 
concur with ours. After him Azaxi- 
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V7ZCHCS and Diogenes ApoLoniates make 
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nothing but the Air, Jupiter Hea- 
ven, Neptune the Sea, and Vulcan the 
Fires And that many of their othen 


Gods are but the Elements drefsd upop)i!! 
in other Names. Chryfippws is much}s 
of the fame Opinion; for with him,,}i! 
fometimes a Divine Power and a Rati-\\ wil 
onal Nature 1s GOD, and at othersti 


times the World, and a fatal Neceflj-- 


ty 5 and imitates Zewo in his interpre- 


ting the Fables of the Gods, which arechi 


7 YY 
i 


found in Homer, Hefiod, and Orpheus:\ 


In like manner Dio CHES the Bab loni- 
‘4 4) 


az was usd in his Difcourfes to declare.) wip 
That Jupiter's Brain being with child 


and deliverd of Adizerva, and other; 
like Stories, were not an account off 


the true Original of their Gods, but of 
{ome other things couch'd under thofe 
Fables. Xenophon the Difciple of Se- 


crates, holds, That the thape of thet} 
true GOD cannot be feen, and con} hy 
fequently is not to be fearcht after.) 
Arifio of the Ifle of Chios, fays, Thatif 
he is altogether incomprehenfible :4 


Both which Philofophers, had doubt- 
ie(s a right fenfe of the Divine Ma jelty, 


ry 
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in that they defpaird of ever ful ly un- 
der{tanding Him. As for Plato, he 
does more openly an clearly {peak of 
GOD, and does lefs miftake, both 
as to the Name and the Thing 1t felf 5 
and his Difcourtes might have been ae- 
counted altogether Heavenly, but that 
they are here and there blemifh’d and 
tainted with his Politicks. In his J7- 
meus he calls GO D by hisOwn Name, 
and declares Him to be the Father of 
this Univerfe, the Creator of the Soul, 
and the Architect of Heaven and Earths 
who by reafon of his fuperlative aad 
incomprehenfible Power and Majefty, 
is hard to be found, and when found, 
cannot poflibly be exprefs’d and de- 
elard : Which are, in a manner, 
the very fame things which we fay 5 
for we alfo know GOD, and own 
Him to be the Parent of the World ; 
but unlefs we be demanded, we do not 
{peak publickly of Him. 

THUS I have rehears’d the Opi- 
nions of almoft all the Pilofophers , 
whofe glory it 1s, that they have all 
pointed at Ove and the fame GOD, 
though 
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Our fathers indeed were fo credulo 


aS tO bDEelleve things altogether mon- 


£f yore, Roem noe % Yn sxzath 
{trous and inconfiftant, as a ScyV/a with 


feveral Bddii s, a Chimera with many 
fhapes, an Hydra that receiv’d a new 
life ffi his happy Wounds, and 
Centaure , which were Hoi fe and 


; ; . ih 
Vian aniced ana growing together. in 
f « 


ever any one was pleasd to feign ey 
ancy ; as Mens being metamorphosd 
wto Birds; Beafts mto Men, nid 
gain Men into Flowers and Tree: 
with fo many other fabulous things, 
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Read the Writings of Wife-men, and 
particularly of the Stoicks, and you) 
will acknowledge with me, that Meni): 


have been worfhip'd as Gods, either:)” 
for their good Deeds, or their Dig--),, 


nity. Exbemerus gives us an exact ac-:| 


count of their Birth, Countries and!) 


Names, as alfo the feveral Places where: } 
they were buryed 5 particularly he in- 
{tanceth in Jupiter call’d Dideus, from || 


the Mountain Dike in Candia, where aan 


he was nursd5 and Apolo nam’d Del- 
phicus, from the City Delphos in Pho- | 


c#, a Province of Greece; and Ifis, 


who had the Sirname of Pharia, from }' 


the Ifland Pharos in Egypt s and Ceres, 
who was ftyl'd Elewfiza, from the City 
Eleufisin Achaia, where fhe was more 
particularly worfhip'd. Prodicus tells 
us, that they were reckon'd among 
the Gods, who by rambling through § 
the World, were the firft Inventors of 
Hufbandry, and by this means became }}/ 
ufeful to Mankind, And Perfews dif. | 


courfeth much at the fame rate; ad- 


ding, that it was from this ground, thar #0 


the Names of the Inventors were be- 
ftowd | 


61 


ftow'd upon the things invented by 
them, as appears by that Comical Ex- 
prefiion [Without Ceres and Bacchus, 
Venus 7s a cold| Which in other terms 
isnomore than this, That without good 
Meat and Drink Luft languafheth, A- 
lexander the Great in a famous Trea- 
tife which he writes to his Mother, tells 
her, That the dread of his Power had 
fo far wrought upon a Prieft, as to 
make him difcover to him this great 
Secret and Myftery, that the Gods 
were but Men. In which Difcourfe he 
makes Vulcan the firft of all the Gods, 
and after him the Race of Fupzter. Con- 
fider the Story of Lffs, and the {catter'd 
members and empty Tomb of thy 
Serapis or Ofiris 5 and laftly, their Re- 
ligious Rites and Myfteries, and you'l 
find them made up of the difmal Events 
Deaths, Funerals, Mourning and W ail- 
ings of thef caitive Gods Iffs in com- 
pany of the Dog’s-Head-Idol, and her 

bald Priefis, mourns for, Jaments and 
feeks her loft Son, and her miferable 
orl th lippers beat thei ir breafts, to ex 
prefs and imitate the forrow / of this un. 
bs ppy 
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Minerva’s gray; ‘uno has Ox-Eyes§ 
Pan's Feet are garnifh'd with claws; 
Saturn's are charg'd with fetters, and 
Mercury's fledg’d with Wings. ere 
has two faces, asif he would go back- 
ward and forward at once. Diana the 
Huntrefs has her Garments tuck’d up 
o her thighs; but She at Ephefus, is in 
a manner made up all of paps: As fhe 
is the Goddefs of Hell, they give her 
ieee Heads, and good ftore of 
Arms and Hands. Yea, your 7upiter 
himfelf fometimes has a Beard of much 
gravity , and at other times has a 
Chin as bare as my hand. When i 
has the Sirname of Havzmon, he wears 
horns; when that of Capitolixus, he is 
arm'd with Thunder-bolts; when that 
of Latiaris, he is all befmear'd with 
blood; and when that of Feretrius, 
he is very ftill oe And not to go 
overthe many feveral Fupiters, there 
being as many Monfters of him, as there 
are Names. Erigone hangs her felf ; 
and the Merit of Selfmurther hath 
advancd her to fhine a perpetual Vir- 
gin among the Stars. Cajftor and ne 
Ux 


65 
luxe dye and live by turns. /h/culapi- 
ws is {truck down with a Thunderbole, 
that with the greater Ceremony he 
may rife up a God: And Hercules muft 
fupon Mount Oeta, to get 
rid of his Humanity. Thefe are the 
fine Stories, which we learn from our 
ignorant Fore-fathers; and, what i 
worle, make them the Sie of ou 

Studies, and a great piece of L earning. 
In thefe the Poe rsexcel a ll others, and 
have by their Authority done vatt tpre- 
judice to the T Truth. ; So that Plato was 
mu ‘h in the right, when! 1e banifh’d 
Homer (that renownd, celebrated and 
cre th Poct) out of kis Common- 
wealth, Forit is he chiefly; who in 
his Poem of the /rojaz Wars, has made 
a pree of the Gods, by mingling them 
(o familiarly in the actions and affairs 
of Men. He brings them in fighting 
together ; He wounds? ens, He fetters 
and binds Mars, wounds ip and puts 
him to flight : Hemake Driarews toref- 
cue Fupiter out of the hands of the reft 
of the Gods,when they were confpiring 
to bind him to his g0 10d behaviour 3 


an ad 
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and reprefents him lamenting the death’ ' 
of his Son Sarpedon, as not being able: 
to prevent it. He defcribes him em.) 

bracing his Fuzo with more heat, than he}! 
usd to do his belov'd Miftrefles, beingy)}"’ 
inflam’d with Venus’s Girdle. Hercules 
is made a Scavenger, and cleanfeth“) 

Stables. Apolo turns Cow-herd to Adsl 
yectus. Neptune binds himfelfas a Day-\6" 
labourer to Laomeden, to build up thet} 
Walls of roy, and is fo unhappy with itt 
al, as not to be paid for his drudgery,/itii 
flineas’s Armour, and Fupiter’s Thuniyii 
der-bolt are both hammer’d out upon 
one and the fame Anvil; as if Heavermit 
and its Thunders had not been longi 

before Fupiter was born in Crete; or ai) ‘ilu 
if the Cyclopfes could have made thofe ie 
affrighting flafhes, which ‘Fupiter himi)int: 

felf could not choofe but be afraid offi: » 
What fhall I fay of Mars and Vexnusiim 
being caught in the very Fa& of Adulliiiiy, 
tery; or of Fupiter’s abominable filthiifily; 
nefs with Ganymedes, whom he tram} ii): 
flated into Heaven? All which Fable’) \; 
were invented on purpofe to authorizeil); 
the faults and vices of Men. And ii 

s3 


Ra =o 


—= ~ 
. a 


> b f: anrt yo } r PoY, Gee 
is with thofe and {uch like ras 


Fictions and Lyes, that the Minds of 
Youth are corrupted; and being in- 
{till’d into them in their tender years, 
grow up with them to Manicose! So 
that (which isto be amented ) n their 


very old Age cheis Minas continue 
antes ¥ with thefe fortith F "aNcies 3 And 

ruth ot thefe Matters, is moft 
cas and vid to thofe who will 
take the pains to enquire intoit. All 


the Antient "i riters (whether Grees or 


~ 
Roman) do unanimoufly affert, that 
Saturn, the firft of the goodly Genera- 
tion of Gods, was but a Man. This, 


Nepos and Craffis, do affirm 1 
Hiltory 5 and Lhallus s and Diodorns re- 
late the! ame thing, %. That this Saturz 
for fear of fal lling into. his Son’ 

fled out of Greece into Italy, where 
Fanus receiv d him into his houfe3 and 
being a Grecian, full of ingenuity, and 
inftructed in Arts and Sciences, taught 
thofe barbarous people feveral things; 
as the forming of the Letters of the 
Alphabet; coining of Money, and 
k 2 making 
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making diverfe forts of ufeful Inftrui); 
ments : He call’d the Country Latinnaily( 
e had faid, an Hiding- “place, be 
caufe he had found there a fafe retreaiPol: 
eiate ‘and conceal himfelf from thidy,( 
at ete of his Sons; and to the ened; 
he ue have his Memory preferv di), 
he call'd the Ci ity from his own Namediy 
Saturnia; as Janus call ‘d the City buill [iy 
upon the Hill “Fannic ulus, by that Named), 
to refcue his own from oblivion. Yow 
fee then plainly, that Saturz was a Manili, 
for he was fain to flee and hide hin 
felf; and wasthe Father, as well as thijj,.. 
Son, of a Man. And whereas they call «qj, 
him the Son of Heaven and Earth, 11), 
was only becaufe his Original and Pai}, 
rentage were unknown to the Italians 
as we are wont to fay of thofe thal 
come unexpectedly upon us, that ther} 
are dropt from he Skies 5 and of fuctlh, 
whofe birth 1s mean and obfcure, thai), 
they are the Sons of the Earth. As fo 
Jupiter, he Reign'd in Crete, after h 
had banifh’d his Father from that Il) 
{land; there he begot Children, anced 
therrd 
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old, are not at all ambitious of thao) 
Glory. Wherefore we are not to lool 
for Gods among t thofe that dye, - be} 
eaufe the Gods are {mmortal ; nor a 
mong thofe who are born, becauft 
hey are likewife obnoxious to Deattif ‘ 
Thos only « eferves the Name of a Deztti' 
which | hath neither Beginning nor Enc 
For if Gods were ever born. why ar 
they not fo ftill, except you will ayy. 
that now Lice is too old, and Fan" 


a t 
paft Child-bearing ; or that they ar 
ba «Bw ee ¥ | j ui 
of the latin of Minerva, who chos\}™! 


to be an old Maid, rather than a Mcq" 
ther ¢ Or indeed have not thofe pre 
tended Deities ceafed to protreate en 
becaufe Men have ceafed to believed 
fuch Stories? Moreover, if the Goz 
could beget Children, and thofe Chiijf!'t 
dren muft needs be Immortal, w 
{hould already have had more Gocd 
than Mens; So that by this time this, 
Heavens would not contain ther 0 
nor the Air hold t them, nor the Eartti td 
bear the va{t increafe of them. Led 
its therefore Ihe ap no difficulty to a 
firm them to have been Men, of whol tty. 
; Birt 


: 


—————— 


againft Paganifm. 7 y 
Birth and Death we are fo fully af- 
fur'd. Neither need any be far to feek 
for a reafon why the common people, 
notwithf{tanding all this, do adore and 
worfhip thefe Confecrated Images 5 
their foolifh Minds being decoyd and 
allur’d by the Curiofity of thofe Mafter- 
pieces of Art, their Eyes dazled with the 
luftre of the Gold, and the brightnefs 
of the Silver, and polifh’d whitenefs 
of the Ivory. But if any body will 
take time to confider how thefe Figures 
are made, and with what Inftruments 
they are carvd and fram’d, he will 
bluth at his ftanding in awe of a Ma- 
terial, that has been fo abusd, cut 
and mangled by the \Vork-man, be- 
fore he could make a God of it. For 
if this God be of Wood, it may be it 
is the remnant of a funeral Pile, or 
Gallows; which they under-prop, 
cut, plane and make {mooth. If it be 
of Silver or Brafs, i¢ may poffibly be 
made of an old Kettle, or fomething 
worfes (as it hath often happen’d to 
one of the Kings of Egypt) and then 
itismolten, beaten, hammer'd and fa- 
FA fhion’d 
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fhiond on an Anvil ; and if of Stone 

hewd, wrought and polifh’d (it may 
be} by fome debauch’d and wicked 
Fellow. Yet is not the God, in the 
leaft, fenfible of all thefe tortures and 
indignities, offer'd to him at his Birth, 
no more than he 1s afterwards of the 
Honour, which accrues to him by your 
Confecration pe ecyniip 5 ecu 
you will fay, that this Stone, Wood 
or Silver is not ‘yet a God. But pray 
when is it, that the Divinity of it com- 
mences? Behold! it is melted, fa- 
{hion’d a ind gt ‘av'd : oe: isnot a God 
yet: It is folderd, put together and 
fet up; yet fi iy it isno God: At laft 
it 1s adorn Ga, contecrate d and Wor- 
thipd ana tnaen at laft sie much 
adoe it isa God, when it hath pleas ‘d 
vain Man thus to dedicate it. But 
how much more truly do the moft 
contemptible of Animals and Infeéts, 
judge your Gods! The Mice, Swal- 
lows and Kites know very well, that 
they have no fenfe at all; they tread 
and pearch upon them, and were they 
not driven any _ you, they would 
14 
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cold of Winter; others wear fools- 
caps, and carry about antick fhields 
in their hands 5 others lance their own 
skins, and lead their blind Gods a be g- 
ging about the ftreets. They have 
fome Temples which they may not 
vifit but once a year, and others 
which none may ever enter but 
the Priefis alone: Again, they have 
fome that are {hut up from Women, 
and others prohibited to Men. They 
have fome Ceremonies, at which a Slave 
is not permitted to aflitt, without a 
great crime. Some of your Statues 
may not be crown'd but by the hands 


of a Woman, who hath known but'{ 
one Man; others again, only by fuch as) 


have had to do with many; and with 


great devotion you fearch for the:} | 


moft lewd and common Harlot that 1s 


toibe found, to officiate at your ph | 


things. What fhall we fay of thofe 
who fhed their own blood ts a Drink. 


Offcring, and by wounding themfelves, | 
think to procure the favour of the: 


Gods. Were it not better for them! 


to be Prophane, than to be thus Keli--| 
gi0US € 
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Zions 2 And do not they alfo offend 
7 


GOD, inftead of appeafing Him, who 
io ‘TY *} {beancea *, yner(i Mm Oo rey * 2 

ba i a che oS Lay i Tit J id & 1¢mM- 
f / a , a f “7, ’ 


felvess fince if GOD elighted in 


i 1. lecinra.) ova 
alas f TIS$ ~ Li€ C6 A ld 4 ¢h ¥ S 123 saath them 


fo, without the affiftance of Man’s 
cruelty 2? But indeed, who does not 
fee that they are poor « diftracted and 
crack brain'd men, who at thefe 
follies; which have nothi ng to plead 


for them, but the multitude of thofe 
who are engagd in the fame Error; as 
if becaufe this madnefs is Epidemical, it 
were chevetaee lawful and ju{t too? 


Superftition, has ee the Romans fo 
yait an Empire ; ounded it at firft, 
and afterwards pee it to that high 
pitch; they having , Beet always, rather 
more famous for - Religion and 


V: 10u 


But you object, that this, which I call 
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that made them dreadful to thei 
Neighbours, and Jaid the firft Founda- 
tion of their Government? For their 
Country being a Sanctuary and Place 
of Refuge for all forts of Criminals, a 
great number of Thieves, Traitors, 
Murtherers, Sacrilegious and Inceftu- 
ous perfons were foon gather'd toge- 
ther; and to the end, that he who 
was their great Capta in-General, » might 
excel them all in Villany , as he did 
in Dignity, he ki ord; his own Brother. 
Thefe were the aulpt ous beginnings 
of this Holy City. Soon Ae contra- 
ry to the Law of aes they {teal 
away Mai ds alread y | promit (e 4. mo be- 


trothed,and Married Women too, from 
their own Hu: sbands, a nd force ne ae 
bufe them; and defend their Crime by 


n ¢ ae {} Fay: ose Wy a a tr 
walrrins y againit LEI gD I atners in-law ® 


tS 
and {hedding the blood of their near- 
eft Allies: Than which, what can be 
thought of more prodigious , more 


Aviva arte Atel Ace, etal ateus 7 
DarDarous and as, CHCyY PrciuimM a, {afe in 


y) J ; 
the confidence of their wickednefs ? 
a “£ . a c ’ 1, J {72 +/+ f . “ 
Their next work 1s, to drive theit 
Neignoours OUt OF ticik Owh Woun- 
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tries; to deftroy their Cities , rob 
their i atsai w 4lp I adele thete - Alta ars 5 
carry them into » Captiviey, and enrich 
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emfelves by Crimes, and the fpoils 
=e Are £ lL. : x) Sa ; Be oe 
nd ruine of others Mhele were the 
¢ a Sake p Tl ye ay NE 
Aaxims and PraGice both of k ovulus 


is Succeffors; So that whatever 
they have, poffels, and worfhip, is all 
the purchafe of bold Robbery. Their 

emp! dornd with 
the {poils they have wakets in War, 
lat is, with the ruine of Cities, pil- 
age of Gods and Temples, and {laugh- 

r of their Priefts. What an infolent 
: ‘y is this, to eftablith 
thofe Religious Rites, you have fo hor- 
ribly ord pin nd, and to worfhip thofe 
Gods, who were once your Captives? 
For to pay Adoration to that which 
you have taken in War, isnot fomuch 
a conte C ‘ratin FO t Deiztie 5. 33an 
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ing of S acril dee. in 
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umphs of the Rowans were but vi ma- 
ny horrid Impieties, ‘le ll che 
a ‘S, tt is not 
therefore the R eligion of the Romans, 
that has made them rm great, as the 
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nina nity of their Villanies. For how 
i be thought, that thofe Gods 
fhould £ favour them in their Wars, a- 
grak. whom they took Arm 
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loon after, 1 GONE & wore who rear da 


an Altarto the (sod le “ BPS BEST &- 
an Altar to the Goddels Ague In thele 
Si t Tt {t ry (IO TAT RBC D yh 7A 4 

OUperLtHtions Was ome OUI IS ‘d up, * 
taught to worfhip Difeates anc Indifp 


tions of health! Nn aes two aan 
ftitute Harlots, Plora and Acca Lau- 
rentia, whom they rank among their 
Divinities, may very well be reckon'd 
allo 


alfo among their Maladies. And yet 
thefe forfooth are the Gods, that have 
enlargd the Komaz Empire, and van- 
quifh’d the Gods of other Nations ; for 
it would be madnefs to fuppofe, that 
Mars the God of Thracia, Fupiter of 
Crete, Funo the Goddefs of Argos, Sa- 
mos aud Carthage; Diana of Ephefus 
and Scythia, the Mother of the Gods, 
and the Deities, or rather Montters, 
of Egypt, fhould ever help the Romans 
again{t their own people, who for fo 
many years had been their conftant 
Worthippers. But it may be they were 
willing to make this Change, becaufe 
at Rome the Priefts are more Holy, and 
the Sacred Virgins more Chaft than a- 
ny where elfe? Very likely ; when 
for the moft part thofe have fuffer’d 
the punifhment of Inceft, who com- 
mitted it lefs cautioufly ; whereas the 
re{t efcaped, not by their being lef 
criminal, but by having better hap in 


. the concealing of their lewdnefs. And 


as for the Priefts, where do they play 
the Whore-matters more, than in the 
Temples and before the Altars ? Here 
they 


againft Paganifm. 79 


7 fe 7° * ° f “, e e a 
8o AV indication of Chriftianity 


they exercife the fundion of Pinips 
and Sptataore an nm defign and contrive 
ie te ee re 

her do yes Luft and De- 
abounc much in the pub: 
lick Stews, as 1n their i Veltries and Cell: 
But befides, were there not other great 
Empires and.States flourithing before 


thefe Superftitions were invented, or 


Asche Wupyea de 
fo much as thought-of? As the Af- 
oe 4 p {- ah 
fyrtzans., J¥ledes and Lerjfanvs , Greci- 
wv / ” weed ae 
aie ANT m gantean . + } g| h leYV had 
ae. oes, Ss — J9 tNOUE Jil tne J naa 
} me 


ontifs, NOK that rabbl e of Arvales 
and Sali, | =f “us and Fist: nor no 
Chickens religioutly pennd up 
from whofe feeding, or refu fing th 
Meat, all meaft e taken, an id t 
reate{t Aftairs of {tate determin’d. But 


efi 4’ be ’ ‘ f 
iets come now to tnoie Auguries anh 
Fe yg | ain ney the Aight yi" chatte ne 
BIPOLEGLECDIES UY Ene Bhact ily Of oS ena ri 

; 
Se fae ye eee frre ee ne Oe _ 
OY birds, Which tne R, IANS AO religi- 
oully obferv’d, and the negle - or com 
tempt of which (as you too Vie notice ) 
> J ae z 4 
has prova as fatal, as tne heeding of 


Dp . ° | “ 
r i} .) { DY t v 
‘ | ; _ } 
mee a «gat aoe ( ee ae ee ze agi'e 
waited ror. at tne ArMles Ol Clodias, 
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Funins and F laminins were defeated ? 
But what fhall we fay then of Regs- 
lxs, who religioufly obfery’d all thefe, 
and yet was taken by the Enemy ? 
and fo did Mancinus, and for all that, 
was forced to furrender | himfelf upon 
difhonourable terms. .Paalus’s Chick- 
ens fed heartily at the Battel of Cazze, 
yet he perifh’d, and the greateft part 
of the Commonwealth with him. 
And though Cafar made flight of the 
Auguries that forbad him to go into 
Africa before Winter, yet had he a 
faccefsful Voyage;-and return’d Con- 
queror ; fo that his contempt of thefe 
fopperies did but feem, to favour his 
Paflage and Victory. Now as to the 
Oracles; how many things might not I 
have to fay concerning them? <Avphi- 
araus after his death foretells future e- 
vents to OG who whenalive could 
not forefee the treachery of his Wife 
againft him, for a Bracelet of Gold. 
Tirefias the blindman prophefies things 
to come, and yetis not aware of what 
is prefent. Bnnius in behalf of .Pyr- 
has Counterfeits the Anfwers of Apollo, 
G feeing 
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feeing he was become fpeechlefs 5 


whofe wary and ambiguous Oracle was 
yah et as {oon as Men began to be 
more W e and lefs credulous. Thus 
molibenes was not afraid to accufe 
the She-Prif of Apolo of giving fuch 
an{wer is Philip would have her, be- 
it “ll : icquainted with thofe Holy 


jugglings. But what? Wall you then 
deny that Oracles at “ Auguries ever 
hit the trath > Ww Vell, fuppofe we grant 
it: Pray what vill it avail to ae Cre- 
dit of Oracles. if among fo many lies 


) ; 

one true word has, at a venture, ‘beta 
delivered s or that Chance has, fome- 
times, imitated Def ign, But give me 
leave to go back to the Spring, from 


whence thefe Errors flow. and difco- 


ver the Deep, » from which fuch grofs 
darknefles do hatte forth. There are 


certain impure ne vagrant Spirits ; 
who being loaden with Eartl ny pollu- 
tions and defires have funk themfelves 
down to this lower Orbe, from their 
Original Station: and thofe miferable 
wicechéd: hi aving thus loft the Natural 
advantages wherewith they were cre- 


ated 
ATE 
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great amazement all thofe extraordina--| 
ry and aftonifhing Wonders that are:w 
fpoken of. Neverthelefs Ho/fanes ,,) 
who was the Chiefeft of all thefe Maiti 
gicians, both mm word and deed, givessitil) 
GOD the Honour due to Him, andi)iiii: 
fays that the Angels are his Miniftersg)vc\ 
and Meflengers, who adore Him withilitic 
fear and trembling 5 To which he addsy,\ini 
that the Demons are Earthly and Va—ju i 
gabond Spirits, that hate Mankind,,)s¢y 
And Plato, who found it a hard mat=jhiyy 
ter to know GOD, did not find itt }:n); 
fo, to know them. He fpeaks bothn}ti i; 
of Demons and Angels, and in his D2-(\ { 
alogue calld the BANQUET, hed 
endeavours to explain the Nature offime, 
the former 5 faying, That they are offi); 
a Middle fub{tance between Mortall);i; 
and Immortal, that 1s, between a Bod yy... 
and Spirit 5 being made of a mixture:)])i; 
of Terreftrial grofnefs, and Celeftiall)j, 
purity. By which means they haves}, 
an eafic aceefs to us, to {tir up our de-"}}j, 
fires, and by conveighing themfelvess)p. 
into our hearts, to’ affect our Senfes,,}ij) 
raile our Paffions, and kindle in ourt}};,, 
Soulsy|));, 
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‘el Souls the flames of Luft. Thefe De- 


i) wons then, who are mix'd and impure 
i) Spirits, as we have plainly demonftra- 
tis} ted by the Authority of Wifemen, Phi- 
lit} Zofopbers, and Plato himfelf, lurk pri- 
‘is} wately in thofe Statues and Images, 
vil) which are confecrated unto them; 
‘ijtand by their Exthufiafms get fo great 
‘}an Authority over the minds of men, 
ij as of prefent Deities 5 and this, by in- 
uty {piring their Prophets, dwelling in their 
it] Femples; by animating and adting 
ili} the Entrails of Beafts; by directing 
ithe flying of Birds, determining of 
, i) Lots, and uttering Oracles, which are 
wt} generally obfcure, and mixt with a- 
ro) bundance of lyes; for they both de- 
ii ceive others, and are deceivd them- 
ii felvess who as they do not know the 
ww) Trath fully, fo they oft conceal, and 
(i) will not confefs that which they do 
welt know, becaufe it tends to their own 
yi fhame and confufion. Thus they 
(a) make’ it their bufinefs to deprefs, and 
wa fink us downwards from Heaven to 
si) Earth, and to eftrange us from GOD, 
W.by immerfing us into Matters; They 
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Patient, and Grace of the. Ghoftly 
Phyfician are {tronger or weaker; So 
that they dread the nearnefs of thofe 
Chrifiians, whom at a diftance, by 
your means, they trouble and difturb 
in'their Affemblies; and to that end 
infinuate themfelves into the hearts of 
the fimple and ignorant, and there 
fow the feeds of hatred againft our Re- 
ligion: For nothing is more natural, 
than to hate thofe whom we dread, and 
give all the trouble we can, to thofé 
of whom we {tand in awe. So they 
prepoflefs and prejudice the hearts of 
tien againft us, that they begin to 
hate us, before they know us3 left 
knowing us, without this prejudice, 
they might defire toimitate, or at leaft 
not be able to condemn us, Now 
how unjuft it 1s to pafs a Judgment 
upon things which one knows not, as 
you do in condemning us, you may 
take warning from us, who do fo 
heartily repent for having committed 
the fame fault; for we were once as 
you are, and had the fame Sentiments, 
being involvd in the fame blindnefs 

| ) and 
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and ftupidity of Error, when we be- 
liev’d that the Chri/tans worfhip’d Mon- 
fters, devour'd Children, defil'd their 
Fea{ts with Incefts ; without confider- 
ing, that though fuch things were 
commonly reported, yet they never 
were provd, and that none all this 
while has ever confefsd the leaft tittle 
of any one of thefe Crimes, though 
befides the affurance of Pardon, the 
reward of fuch a difcovery might have 
been a great temptation thereunto. 
Indeed to be a Chriftiaz, 1s fo far from 
implying any thing that ts evil or cri- 
minal, that they who are convi@, ne- 
ver blufh at it, nor fear the punifhment 
which attends it: No, you fee them 
glory in it, and troubled at nothing but 
that they were fo no fooner. Never- 
thelefs we our felves, at the fame time 
when we undertook the Defence of 
Parricides, and perfons guilty of Sacri- 
ledges and Inceft, would not fo much 
as hear the Plea that Cériftians were 
ready to make for themfelves, whom 
we (ometimes made endure a cruel 
torture, nat out of hatred, but pity, 
| | forfooth, 
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92 A Vindication of Chrifttanity 
have the Heads half of Dogs and half 
of Lyons. Don’t you with the Eg yti- 
ans worthip and feed an Ox under the 
Name of Apis? Neither do you difa- 
vow the worfhip of their other goodly 
Deities 5 as Serpents, Crocodiles, and o- 
ther Beafis, Birds and Fifhess fo that 
it is accounted Capital, to kill any one 
of thefe Gods. Are there not a great 
many among{t you, who with the F- 
gyptians, {tand as much in awe of the 
biting tharpnefs of an Onion, as of 
their Goddefs Iffs, and are as much a- 
fraid of the noife of breaking wind 
backward , as of their, God Serapis 2 
As for fuch as accufe us of adoring the 
privy Parts of our Prieffs, they do but 
charge us with their own Villanies 5 
for fuch filthy Devotions are very fuit- 
able to thofe debauched and lewd peo- 
ple, among whom ’tis but too common 
for both Sexes, to proftitute all their 
Members, and who give the name of 
Courtefie and kindnefs to the moft ex- 
travagant Obfcenity and Lafcivioufnefs; 
who envy the liberty of Strumpets , 
and commit fuch unnatural filthiness 
with 
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with one another, as no modeft Tongue 
ean exprefs, or Pen fet down; and 
who fooner grow weary, than afham’d 
of their impudent lafcivioufnefs. Oh 
horrible lewdnefs! They willingly fuffer 
thofe things to be committed upon 
themfelves, which neither tender age 
is able to bear, nor the bafeft of flaves 
will yield to. As for our part, we are 
fo far from being guilty of fuch filthi- 
thy actions, that we do even bluth at 
the bare recital of them; and indeed; 
I fhould think my felf to tranfgrefs 
the bounds of Civility, fhould I infitt 
any longer upon this Matter, though 
it be in order to defend our Religion: 
For really you accufe us, who are 
Chaft and Modeft, of fuch Crimes, as 
we could not have believed there had 
been fuch, had there not been the 
proofs of them from among your felves. 
As to that which you fay, that we 
worfhip a wicked Perfon and his 
Crofs, you are greatly miftaken; for 
how could he have deferv’d to be wor- 
fhipp'd, had he been an Evil-doer ; 
or to be believd a GOD, had he been 
only 
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is but newly born ? Surely rione can 
imagine or believe fuch a Crime, but 
he whocan commit it. °Tis you that 
expofe your Children, new-born, to 
wild Beafts: and Birds, and ftrangle 
them at their coming into the World: 
Nay, there are fome among you, who 
by taking Potions, to caufe abortion, 
deftroy them in the Womb, and are 
guilty of their death, even before they 
are born. Whichcruelty you have learn- 
ed of your Gods; For Saturz was not 
contented to expofe his own Children, 
but devourd them himfelf: Upon 


which account they were usd in fome 


parts of Africa to offer him fuch little 
Infants, whom they prevented from 
crying, by {topping their mouths with 
kiffes, that they might not facrifice fad 
and mournful Victims to their Gods: 
It was.alfo a Cuftom artiong the Sej- 
thians, to facrifice Strangers that lodg'd 
with __ which a King of Egypt 
alfo practisd. The Gauls facrificed hie 
mane, or rather inhumane, Offerings to 


Mercury. The Rowan Priefts have up- | 
overwhélm'd and | 
buryed' | 


on fomeé occafions 


againft Paganifm. Q7 
buried a Greciax Man and Woman, 
as likewife a Man and Woman of Gau/, 
alive: And at this day the folemn Wor- 
fhip paid to Fupiter Latiaris, 1s Cutting 
of a Man’s throat 3 which, indeed, very 


well becomes Saturn's Son, thus to - 


gorge himfelf with the blood of a Cri- 
minal. From. whence, I fuppofe, it 
was, that Caizline leart’d ta ratifie his 
Confpiracy with humane blood; and 
that Bellona does {till oblige thole to 
drink'a draught of it, who confecrate 
themfelves to Her fervice. With which 
bloody Medicine, a thoufand times 
worfe than the Difeafe, the Fal- 
fing-ficknefs is alfo cured. Nor aré 
they much lefs barbarous, who fromthe 
Amphitheatre take and eat wild Beatts, 
all befmear'd with blood, and newly 
fed with the flefh and entrails of Men. 
For our part, it is not lawful for us, 
either to fee or hear of Murthers com- 
mitted ; and fo much do wé abhor Hu- 
mane blood, that we eat not even that 
of Beafts. As for our inceftuous and 
promifcuous Feafts, it isa Calumny 1n- 
vented at a confultation of Devils, on 
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purpole toob{cure the glory of our Chas 
{tity, and deter Men from our Religion, 
before they had try‘dit, by the horror 
of fo great a Crime; and what your 
Orator Fronto has faid concerning it, 
is rather an Invecive than an Evidence. 
But, really, it’s your felves, that are 
guiltv of Incefts, and not we. The 
Perfians marry their own Mothers; 
the Egyptians and the Athenians, their 
Sifters. Your Stories and Tragedies, 
wherein you take fo much delight, 
boaft of Incefts; and fo you worthip 
Gods, who have committed Inceft with 
their own Mothers, Daughters, and 
Sifters. °Tis therefore no wonder that 
that Vice is fo frequent and fafhionable 
among{t you, fince your very Gods 
are your encouraging Examples and 
Complices. And indeed, it is no {trange 
thing, if oft at unawares you commit In- 
celt, by your whoring indifferently e- 
very where, and by expofing your 
Children tothe mercy of others; fo that 
it cannot well be fuppofed, but that 
you fometimes light upon them. Thus 
you fee that whilft you accufe us of 
feign’d 


fe 
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feign’d Incefts, you are guilty of real 
ones your felves. But Céhriftians are 
not wont to make an outward thew 
of their Chaftity 5 but enfhrine it in 
their Minds, and do not {tudy fo much 
to feem chaft, as to be really fo. All 
of us have either one only wedded 
Wife, or no Woman at all. As for 
our Feafts, they are not only Chaft, 
but Sober; for we do not fpend our 
time in over-charging our f{tomachs 
with Meat and Drink; but we tem- 
per the joys of our Feafts with the 
gravity and ferioufnefs of our Conver- 
fation. And as we are thus Chatt in 
our Affemblies, fo are we no lefs fuch 
every where elfe. There are many 
among{t us, who keep themfelves un- 
defil’d and holy in an unmarried {tate, 
without boafting of it; and we are fo 
far from being inceftuous perfons, that 
fome of us are even afham’d of lawful 
pleafures. As for what concerns Ho- 
nors, it doth not follow, that becaufe 
we decline your Purple and Dignities; 
that therefore we are of the dregs of 
the people; nor are we to be accoun- 
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ted Factious, if we all afpiring after 
the fame felicity keep company with 
one another, and all meet together as 
peaceably as we behave our felves fingly 
and alone. Nor ought we to be ac- 
cusd for prating in corners, if you be 
either afham’d or afraid to hear us in 
publick, And if our Number daily 
increafes, it is not our Crime, but our 
Commendation; an excellent courfe 


—y = 
<= 


of life, is not only apt to engage thofe } ii; 


who are enterd into it to perfevere 


and continue init, but to invite and al- | (1 


lure others to it. We do not know 
one another by any marks we have on 
our bodies, as you fancy5 but by our 
modeliy and imnocency. That we 
Jove one another fo entirely, as you 
are troubled to fee it, is, becaufe we 
know not how to hate. And that we 
call one another Brethrez, which you 
envy us for, is, becaufé we have all 
Oze and the fame Father, one and 
the fame Faith, and one and the fame 
Hope. But for your part, you do not 
owne one another 5 you rage with en- 
vy and hatred again{tone another 5 ane 

the 
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the only figa of your Brotherhood is 
Parricide, and your frequent imbruing | 
your hands inthe blood of your neareft | 
Relations. But you fuppofe,that we 
conceal hat whiéh we worfhip, becaufe 
we have neither Tevples nor Altars. 
To what purpofe fhould we make any 
form or reprefentation of GOD, whofe 
living Image, Man himfelf is? Or what 
Temple fhould we raife to Hiz, fince 
this whole World, which was made 
by Him, is not able to contain Him? 
Or {hall we Mortals, who live in great 
Palaces, confine the Incomprehenfible 
Glory of HIS MAFESTT, to the 
narrow compafs of fome Temple or 
Chappel ? Were it not much better to 
dedicate our Mind for the place of 
his Abode; and confecrate our Heart 
for his Altar 2 Shall we offer to GO D 
Sacrifices and Oblations of fuch Crea- 
tures, as he has made for our ufe 2 
Would not this look indeed as if we 
had a mind to reject his Bounty, and 
to throw back his Gifts into his own 
Hands; which {peaks the greateft in- 
gratitude, efpecially fince the only ac- 
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ceptable Offering to him,is a good Mind 
and a pure Heart, with a fincere Confei- 
ence. So that he that lives innocently, 
prays to GOD acceptably ; he that 
deals juftly, prefents¢/im with an OF 
fering of a {weet favour; he who ab. 
{tains from fraud, doth moft effe@ual. 
ly propittate and atone the Deity; and 
he that refcues a Man that is in dan- 
ger of his life, does kill the fatreft Sa- 
crifice. Thefe are our Sacrifices 5 thefe 
are our Mylteriess and with us, he is 
moft Devout and Religious, who is 
moft Juft. But you wonder, that we 
neither can fhew to others the GOD 
whom we Worfhip, nor fee him our 
felves. Does this feem ftrange to you? 
Why, for this very reafon we do moft 
afluredly believe Hix to be G OD, 
becaufe wecan perceive Hi, but can- 
not fee Hiv. For his omnipotent 
Virtue and Power is always prefent be- 
fore our eyes, in the Works which he 
has made, and in the whole courfe of 
Natures wien it thunders, when it 
lightens, when it is fairs all his works 
proclaim Az: Let it not therefore 
| feem 


as 
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feem ftrange to you, that you do not 
fee GOD. All things are mov'd and 
driven by the Wind, and yet you fee 
itnot; And the Sun it felf, that makes 
all things to be feen, is in a manner tn- 
vifible, by reafon of its fuperlative 
and dazling brightnefs; infomuch as 
fhould we gaze long, and: {tedfaftly 
fix our eyes on it, it would blind 
them, and put them out. And canft 
thou think thy felf able to bear the 
fight of his Glory, who made the Sun, 
and isthe Fountain of all Light,. when 
thou art afraid of his Lightuings, and 
hideft thy felf from his Thwzder ¢ Be- 
fides, would{t thou fee GOD with 
thy Eyes of fiefh, when thou canft 
neither fee nor take hold of thine own 
Soul, by which thou doft live and 
fpeak ? But perhaps you will fay, GOD 
is ignorant of what we do, and He 
being in Heaven, can neither confider 
all, nor take knowledge of every par- 
ticular perfon and his concernments. 
How greatly are you miltaken? For 
how can He be far from any of us, 
when all things in Heaven and Earth, 
7 H 4 and 
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and in the immenfe pace beyond them,’ | (ot! 


are full of Hiw, and known to Hi. 
He is not only with us, but within us; 
And as the Sz, though fixed in the 
Heavens, yet diffufes it felf through the 
whole Oxzver/é, is prefent every where, 
and mingles its light with every thing, 
without ftaining its brightness {o 
with much more reafon, can nothing 


be hid from, or fecret. to GOD, the 


_ Author and Beholder’ of all things; the 


Darknefs hides not from Him, for He 
is there alfo 5-nor the thoughts of Mer, 
which are the truer Darknefs of the 
two. We live not only under His Go- 
vernance, but, asl may fay, with Hiv. 
Neither ought we to prefume upon 
our great Numbers, as fuppofing that 
one may eafily efcape unfeen among 
fo vaft a Multitude; For though we 
may {cem to our felves a great many, 
yet are we but a few with refpect to 
GOD. We, indeed, ‘divide and di- 
ftinguith the Earth into Countries and 
Nations but to GOD this whole 
World is but one Houfe. Kings cannot 
acquaint themfelves with the State and 
| | Con- 
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Concerns of their own Kéwedows , 
without the Eyes of many Minifters ; 
but the MONARCH of the whole 
World needs none to inform Hi»; 
we being not only under his Eye, but 
even in his Bofom. You fay, it avail’d 
nothing totheFews, that they worfhip- 
ped Oxe Only GOD, with Temples, 
ae and a vatt Number of Ceremo- 
n1eS 5 but in this you miftake through 
ignorance, if either not remembring, 
or not knowing the Hiftory of former 
times, you take notice only of fome 
latter Events: For whilft they ador’d 
our GOD holily, religioufly and inno- 
cently. ({ fay OurGOD, forthe fame 
is the Hee D of the whole World) whillt 
they obey’d his i Commands and 
wholefome Laws, they became, of a 
{mall Number, a mighty Nation; of 
poor, they were made rich, and from 
a {tate of S/avery, arrivd toa moft pu- 
fant Mozarchy: A few of them, and 
unarmd, put to flight great Armies and 
overthrew them, the Elements at God's 
command fighting for them. Look 
into their own Writings, or if it like 
you 
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you better, into thofe of the Romans; 
read what Joféphus and Antoninus Ju- 
lianus (not to mention thofe Hiftori- 
ans that were before them) write 
of that People, and you'l find, that 
their Sins drew down Calamities up- 
on them, and whatever Evils befell 
them, were long before prophefied 
would overtake ‘em, in cafe they 
fhould ftill continue in their Rebelli- 
on: So that indeed they forfook GOD, 
before they were forfaken of Hine, and 
Were not (as you impioufly fay) taken 
Captives with their COD, but given 
up by Him, as deferters of his Difci- 
pline and Law. 

AS to what concerns the general 
Conflagration of the Univerfe it is a 
vulgar-Error, to think it a thing diff- 
cule or impoflible that the World 
fhould all on the fudden be fet on fire, 
and confum'd by that means. There 
ig no man doubts, but that which has 
a Beginning muft have an End, and 
that that which is made, muft finally 
perifh ; That the Heavens themfelves, 
and all things therein contain’d, as 
| they 
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| they had a Beginni "8 muft lkewife 
| have anEnd; and that'ceal ing to be 
nourifh'd by the exhalations of frefh 
and falt-waters, they will be inflam’d; 
lt} for fo the Stoickhs {tedfattly believe , 
» | that all the moifture of Nivure being 
{pent, the whole World will prefently 
take fire : And the Epicureans are like- 
wife of the fame Opinion, as touching 
the ruin of the Univerfe, and the Con- 
flagration of the Elements. As for 
Plato, he faith, That fome parts of the 
World are at times drownd with 
floods and imund: At1ONs , others con- 
fum'd by fire; and though he faid that 
it was made fo at the fir! (t, as that ic 
might continue for ever; yet he adds, 
that GC D, Who is the Maker of it 
may deftroy it when He pleafes. Which 
1S NOt : at pi to be wonder d at, that a 
Workman can, and may take to pieces 
his own Work. SO that herein you 
fee the Philofophers do fully agree with 
ws not that we do follow their fteps, 
| but they have taken fome fhadow of 
| this Truth out of the predictions of our 
Prophets, and have fourbifh’d anc 
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drefs'd it up after their own way. 
Thus alfo the moft renown’d among ft 
them, firft Pythagoras, and efpecially 
Plato, have deliver'd down to us, 
though very much corrupted and 
maimed, the Doétrine of another Life 
after thiss. for they affert, That the 
Souls of Men after the diflolution of 
their bodies, do perpetually remain, and 
are continually pafling into new Bo- 
diessand perverting the Truth ftill more, 
they add, That the Souls of Men do 
return into the bodies of Beafts and 
Birds; an Opinion which does more 
befeem a Mountebank or Juggler, than 
a grave Philofopher. But it is enough 
for us, that your Wifémen themfelves 
do in fome fort agree with w. And 
who is fo much a fool, as to deny, that 
Je who at firft made Man, can as ea. 
fily reftore and renew him? For’ as ° 
he is nothing after Death, fo neither 
was he any thing before Life; And 
therefore why fhould we think it 
ftrange, that he who at the beginning 
was made of nothing, fhould of no- 
thing (as to us) be repair’d and reco- 
| 2 verd 
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verd to a new Life; efpecially fince 

it is much more difficult to create a 
thing which never was, than to reftore 
that to its former Being, which has al- 
ready been? Or do you believe, that 
every thing which difappears to our 
dull fight, does perifh in the fight of 
GOD? Whether the Body moulder 
into duft, or be diffolv'd into water, 

or be reduc’d to afhes, or be attenu- 

i, || ated into Steam and Air, it is only 
) || withdrawn out of our fight, but to 
GOD it is preferv'd in the feveral E- 
Jements into which it is chang’d. Nei- 

ther do we fear, as you fancy, that a- 

ny manner of prejudice comes to our 
Bodies by Burial; only we obferve the 
Cuftom of interring Dead Bodies, as 

the beft. Do but look about you, 
and you! fee how, to our comfort, 
whole Nature is a lively Pourtraicdture 

and Reprefentation of our Refirreé#i- 

on. The Sun rifes and fets, and fo do 

the Stars; Flowers dye and {pring up 

| agains Trees renew their green Ve- 
{ture every year; and Seeds, unlefs 
they dye and putrifie in the Earth, do’ 

not 
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not return to a new life.. And why 
may not our Bodies, like Trees in Win- 
ter, hide and preferve their life and 


vigour, under a feeming withering |)... 


and deadnefs? Indeed, you cannot 
expect to fce this in the depth of Win- 
ter, but muft {tay till chat great Spring 
comes, which fhall make our Bodies 
to flourifh and live again. Nor am [ 
ignorant that there are very many, 
who being fenfible of their own de- 
merits, do rather with, than believe, 
that they fhall not be after Death ; chu- 
fing of the two, rather utterly to be 
extinguifh'd, than to be. reftord to 
life again, only to be punifh’d; which 
Errour encreafes daily, by reafon 
of the extreme licentiouftels of the 
Age, and the long forbearance of GOD, 
whole Judgments the flower they are, 
by fo much the more juftly and heavi- 
ly are they laid on at laft. And yet 
Men are told both by the Writings of 
Wifemen and Poets, that there is a Sty- 
gam Lake, and an ever-bu ring River, 
prepard for the Eternal punifiment of 
the Wicked, according to the Oracles 


of 


— 
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jof true Prophets, as well as the difcove- 


‘Tries of the Demons themfelves. Hence 


Jit is the Poets make Fupiter to {wear by 
\the burning Rivers, and dark Deep 5 
ifor as he forefees the torments defign'd 
Wboth for himfelf and his worlhippers 
}fo does he fear and tremble at them, 
jas being without meafure, and with- 
‘yout end. For in wonderful wife this 
‘Wire does both confume our Bodies 


? 


{and repair them, devour and nourifh 


“tthem at once; like the flathes of Light- 


; Ming, which blaft and kill the body 
“ Pwithout confuming it; or thofe Vyl- 


iano s of A¢tna and Vefuvins, and o- 


‘thers that burn continually, without 
. wafting or going out. Thus this infer- 


‘pal penal Fire is {trangely fed, without 


~fiminution of its Fewel, and preys 
for ever upon the Bodies of the Damn’d 


oe 


without wafting them. Now, that 


izOD doth defervecly punith them 


| fat know him not, impious and wick- 
‘fd men, none but prophane Wretches 


Han deny, fince it is fcarce a lef$ hei- 
lous Crime, not.te know the Father 

‘Hod Lord of all things, than to pro- 
voke 
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voke and affront Hiv. And although) " 


the ieisioks of GOD, is enough toy 


make Men lyable to punifhment, ass) 


the true Knowledge of Him, doth a-+ 


vail for their Pardon and Indemnity 5; 
yet if we Chriffians be compardl 
with you, notwith{tanding that upom 
fome of us our Difcipline hath lefs ef-. 


fed, we fhall be fourid much the Bet-.} iit 


ter Men. For you forbid Adulteries,, 


and commit them; whereas we are?) \ 


known as Men, to our Wives alone... 


You content your felves only to pu--) ‘ 
nifh the outward Ads; whereas witha) ‘it 


us the very Thought of Evil is a Crime...) 


‘You are afraid that other men {hould]) tt 
be confcious of your faults, but wes) ( 
{tand in awe even of our own Con--) jf 
{ciences, becaufe we cannot fly nor hides} jy) 


our felves from them. The Prifons are:| 


_crouded with numbers of your own,, 


ut you find not one Chriftian mere 


except he be either a Cowfeffor, or ani) 
Apoftate ¢ Neither letany think to com-| 


fort himfelf with this, That all Hud 4 Ki 
mane Actions are fubject to unavoid--| , 


able Fate and Deftiny: For though 


we) 
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we attribute fome Events to Chance, 
yet it is undeniably certain, that the 
Mind of Man is free in the choice of 
his Actions, which are therefore only 
punifhable and not his Condition. What 
is Fate, but what GOD has {poken 
and decreed concerning every one of 
us, who being able to forefee the Mat- 
ter of His own Decrees, fuits them to 
every Ones deferts and circumftances ; 
fo he punifhes in us, not the Deftiny 
of our Nativity, but the ill difpofition 
of our Minds? But no more of this 
Matter for the prefent; which ifit be 
not fufficient, we may have occafion to 
treat of it more amply another time, 
Only let me obferve to you now, that 
if we are poor (which you are conti- 
nually upbraiding tous) thisis not a re- 
proach, but an Honor to us; for as 
the Mind is apt to grow diffolute by 
Luxury and Excefs, fo is it many times 
confirmd in Virtue, by Frugality and 
a mean Eftate. And yet how can he 
be poor who lacks nothing, who co- 
vets nothing that others have, and who 
is rich towards GO D? He indeed is 
i rather 


oy 
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rather poor, who having much, {till co- 
vet more: And to fpeak my mind 
freely, no man 1s fo poor by Fortune, 
as we are all by Nature. The Birds 
have no Patrimony to live upon, and 
the Cattel upon a thoufand hills are 
provided for only from day to day 5 
and we live upon thefe who have no- 
thing certain to hve upon, for they 
are all made for us, and we poflefs 
them all, if we covet them not. There- 
fore as he that travels on the road, is 
moft eafie when he carries leaft about 
him; fo in this journey of life he is 
happieft who being eas'd by Poverty, 
doth not go fighing under the weight 
and burthen of Riches, which if we 
thought needful for us, we might law- 
fully beg them of GOD, who, no 
doubt, would not deny us fomething 
of that dL which is His: But we 
chufe rather to defpife riches, than pof- 
fefs them. Our moft earneft Wifhes 
are for Innocence; our moft fervent 
Prayersfor Patience ; wehad much ra- 
ther live well and vertuoufly with a 
little, than prodagally and luxurioufly 
With 
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With a great Eftate. When weunder- 
go the troubles of this Life, and fuffer 
the infirmities of ourNature, we don’t 
fo much account them pains and pu- 
nifhments, as a warfare in which we 
are engaged : For we find that our cou. 
tage gains ftrength from our infirmi- 
ties, and that calamities and affliGions 
are the ufual Difcipline of Vertue ; i¢ 
being certain that the vigour of our 
Bodies, as well as our Minds, is apt to 
decay for want of exercife. Thus all 
thofe great Men, whom you magnifie 
as fuch Examples of Vertue, became 
Famous no other way, but by the mife- 
ries and calamities they were exercis’d 
withall. Neither is it therefore a good 
conlequence from our feeming forlorn 
condition, to fay that GOD negle&s 
us, or is unable to relieveuss He who 
is the great Governour of all, and the 
molt compafitonate Lover of his Own, 
But He proves us by adverfities ; He 
makes tryal of our temper and difpofi- 
tion by dangers and fufferings; He fifts 
our moft hidden thoughts and inclina- 
tions 3 and to difcoverthe bent of our 
I 2 wills 
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wills to the utn 10 {t, Hecallsus to fuf- 
fer death for iw, ur ‘ing well affu- 
red that nothing can perifh in his 
sie and mifcarry under his care. 
1 thort, as men try Gold by fire, lo 

es he refine ws by afflictions. And 
ded how delig] hefula Spectacle e mutt 
be to GOD, to {ee a Chriftian cou- 
ragiontl encou tring his pains, and 
undauntedly preparing himfelf for all 
manner of threats, punifhments and tor- 
ments 5 to fee him boldly look Death 
and the Executioner of it in the face, 
and without the leaft alteration, to 
throw himfelf into the devouring 
flames s to fee kim affert his liberty a- 
gainit Kings and Princes, and to yield 
tonone but GOD, whofe He is 5 in 
a word, like a Conqueror, to triumph 
over his Judg 5 for he is really vidtori- 
2 us, who ie obtained what he ftrives 
or?Where is theSouldier thatwould not 
boldly meee oke and challenge dangers 
in the prefence of his General , know- 
ing that none but fuch as give good 
proof of themfelves, fhall be rewarded ? 
And yet a General cannot give what 
he 
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| | he has not; Tmean, he cannot length 
}€n our days, though he may beftow 
| Honors upon us for our Courage and 
| brave Exploits, Bui the Souldier of 7 E- 
WSUS CARIST is fo far from bein 
| abandon’d, even : Death it felf, that 
| he triumphs over it, and leads it Cap- 
iy tive: So that ioc he may feem to 
ibe miferable, yet he cannot be fo. You 
your felves exalt, even to the Skies, 
‘i fuch as have co iragioully fuffer’d Rie 
‘their Country: Witnels Mutivs Sce- 
)\vola, who being miftaken in his attempt 
jupon the King, had cet rtainly bee n put 
Wito death by his Enemies, had he not. 
by a moft undaunted courage, burnt 
;Mott his own right hand before their 
Heyes, upon the dai And hew ma- 
#ny are there amoneft us, who wiath- 
Hout the leatt fhreaking or crying out, 
: reve > endur'd, not only to have their 
,azight hands, but their whote bodies 
,aconfumd to athes , when they might 
with one word have deliver'd them- 
Melves from thok extreme tortures ? 
@Hut why dol compare our Men with 


; A “7 rT) . 
WMiutiws and Aguiliuws and R egulus ¢ 
[2 Our 
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Our very Women and Children make 
flight of croffes and shapes are une 


concern’d at the fight of wild and ra. 
venous Beafts; and in aw od. by a 
Patience divinely infpir'd, make a 


mock of torment in all its frightful 
fhapes. And yet fo miferably blind 
aré you, as not to confider that there 
are none who will either endure tor- 
ments without caufe, or can be fo 
courageous under them, without a fu- 
pernat aural and Divine Aliftance. But 
this is that which perhaps deceives 
you, That you fee thofe who know 
not GOD to abound in Riches, flou- 
ifh in Aloxor and exce] in Power and 
Digs ip Poor Wretches! ° sis: are 


j 
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liftec up on high, that they may have 
yreater fall s The ey are Be atts fat- 
Tfor Stile, si dfo many Victims 
¢ pi before their § Slaughter 5 fo 
that one ei think, feeing their 


sewd Lives, that they are fet upon 
Thrones, only to abute their Power, 
and to fin with m ore licentiou nets. 
Belides, without the knowledge of 


GOD) there can be no folid Felicity, 
Pic 
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fince all the things of this World are 
like a Dream, which vanifhes before 
we can lay hold of it. Kings feel as 
many fears in themfelves, as they caufe 
in others, and though they are guard- 
ed with a great retinue, yet they are 
alone in dangers. You are rich (its 
true) but it is not well to truft incon- 
{tant Fortune. Befides, if things be 
rightly confiderd, fo much Luggage, 
for fo fhort a Journey is more cumber- 
fome than ufeful. You glory m your 
Purple and Diguities; but without 
caufe, fince Scarlet and rich Yeitments 
are but a pitiful Ornament to you, if 
your Souls be tainted. with Sin and pol- 
luted with Vice. You pretend to be 
of a great Family and of Noble Pa- 
rentage: But don't you know that we 
are all Equal by our Birth, and that 
Virtue only ought to make the diffe- 
rence among Men. It is therefore with 
good reafon that Chriflians, who aim 
at being efteem’d only upon the ac- 
count of their Virtuous Manners and. 
Modeft Behaviours, defpife your Shews 
and Pomps, and fly frem them asde- 
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lightful Inticersand Corrupters of mens 
and with the fame reafon allo they ab- 
{tain from your Religious Worfhip and 
Ceremonies, as well knowing what was 
their Beginning and Original. For 
who can but abhor to hear and: {ee 
thofe confufed Contefts and Shouts of 
the Multitude at your Chariot-races 2 
What fober Mind is not aftonifh’d to 
ee the Art of killing Men, publickly 
prota in your Gladiators’ Games ? 
And for your tts gi as the madnefs 
there is no lefs, fo they exceed in all 
manner of infamous lewdnefs and fil- 
thinefs ; where a bol 1 and fhamelefs 
Actor reprefents or relates Adulteries, 

and the lafcivious Jefte T by making” 
Love, incites to Luftand Lafciviouf- 
nefs; where they difhonor your Gods 
by afcribing fighs and hatred, and 
Whoredoms, the Paflions and the Vi- 
ces of men to them. ‘With feigned 
they draw real tears from your 


eyess fo tbat you can lament perfo- 


- ees ee ae 
Alea WIENS, and. take delight in 


true ones. If we abhor the remain- 
ders of your Sacrifices, and of the 
“Wine 


eee _ 
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| Wine that has been prefented upon your 
Altars, this is not to be interpreted as 
an acknowledgment of our fear, but an 
aflerting of our juft liberty. For though 
nothing can corrupt the Gifts of GOD, 
| which Natwre has produc’d for our ufe, 
i ¥ yet we willingly abftain from thofe 
' q prophane Oblations, left we might be 
iq thought either to acknowledge the 
'}) Demons, to whom they are confecra- 
ited, or tobe afham’d of our own Re- 
iW Ligion. 
i) But how come you to fancy that we 
if) have an Antipathy to Flowers? Don’t 
i) we gather the Lilly and the Rofe, and 
«, | whatever the Spring affords, and is 
w Wefteemd either for its beauty or fra- 
| #grancy? We both {trew them, and tye 
)ijthem up into Nofe-gays, and make 
4 Wthem into Garlands, which we hang 
/Wabout our necks. But I hope you 
A) will excufe us, if we don’t wear Gar- 
y lands on our Heads, and are of opini- 
gon that Flowers ought to be fmelt by 
the Nofe, and not by the hair or hin- 
iider part of the Head. Neither do we 
Wthink it neceffary to crown the Dead 
with 
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with Garlands; but wonder at you 
for doing of 1t. For what good can 
Flowers do them,tf they have no fenfe? 
Or if they have-any, why do you ex- 
pofe them to the funeral flames? Be- 
fides, if they be happy, they do not 
need them ; and if they be miferable, 
Flowers will be but a fmall comfort to 
them. As for us, we celebrate the 
Funerals of our Dead Friends with 
the fame Modefty and Compofednefs 
that appears in our whole Life. We 
dont crown them with Garlands 
that fade away, they being crown'd 
with fuch as are made of immortal 
and never-dying Flowers, by the 
hand of GOD himelf We are 
moderate in our defires, being af- 
fur'd of the Bounty of our good GOD ; 
and freed from all fear, by the cer- 
tain hopes of a future Felicity : ; and a- 
nimated to do and fuffer for Hi, 
by the Faith of his Glorious pre- 
fence with us: Infomuch as we 
have not only a Happinefs in reverfion 
at the refurrection of the Juft ; but 
are happy already in the contemplation 
and 
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and profpect of our future Blefiednefs, 
Therefore let that Athenian Droll, So- 
crates, enjoy the comfort ot his own 
confeflion, that he knows nothing, and 
glory in the deceitful Teftimony given 
him by the Oracle, upon that ac- 
count; Let Arcefilas and Carneades 
Pyrrho, and the reft of the Academicks 
be continually deliberating and doubt- 
ing; Let Szwonides for ever ask a lon- 
ger day for the giving his Anfwer 5 
for our part we do not value thofe 
Philofophers, whom we know to have 
been Tyrants, Corrupters, and Adulie- 
rers, and who were never more Elo- 
quent, than when they declaim’d a- 
gi untt their own V Th We don't en- 
deavour to make a fhew of Wifdom in 
our Garb, butt to have’ it fhine forth in 
the difpofition of our Minds and Man- 
ners. Wedon'ttalk « ie great things, but 
live and do them. In fhort, we make 
: our glory to have attaind that which 

they (o earnefily f yught for, but coul 
never find, Why are we fo unthank- 

- : 


ful to God? Why do we envy our 


fel TL ~ 94 hy a4 ? : £2 | 


ves our Own happinels, tnat 1€ 
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fhould be our tot to fee the Divine 
Truth come to its full ripenefs in our 
days > Let us enjoy this great Bleffing 


and advantage of being in the right, 


and having the Truth on our fide, with 
that temper and modefty which be- 
comes us. Let Superftition pe con- 
tro! 1, let all impiety be purg‘d away, 

and let the true Religion be preferv'd 
and continue for ever. 

WHEN OGaviuws had thus ended 
his Difcourfe,we remain‘ a good while 
in a kind of amazement, looking ear- 
neftly upon one another,without i peak- 
ing one word. For my part I wasalmoft 


-tranfported with admiration, that he 


had both by Arguments, and Examples, 
and the Authority of Teftimonies, 
which his reading furnifh'd him wig 
adornd {fo good a Caufe, and fo clear 
Jy made out thofe things which are 
more eafily felt than expref?; being 
moft of all pleasd to fee that he had 
both foughtand foil’d them at theirown 
Weapons, and clearly demontftrated, 
that Truth 1s not only eafie, but hath 
many favourable advantages on its fide. 
We 
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Whillt [ was thus filently 
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mufing with 


my felf, Cectlivs breaks out into thefe 


_ words 5 Icongratulate O¢favius moft 


heartily, and my own happinefs alfo, 
upon this occafion: Neither do] expect 


yourSentence; Weare b 


oth Conque- 


rors; noram [ unjuft in challenging the 


Victory 5 for if OF aesws ha 
ter of me, [ at the fame 
umph over my own Err 


s hadthe bet- 
time do tri- 
ors. There- 


fore, as to what concerns the main 


Queftion, I both own a 


and believe in GOD; and 


Providence, 
tor the reft, 


[ agree with you touching the fince- 
rity and truth of your, or (to {peak more | 


properly) Our RELIG 


ION. Ne- 


Trar L } . h . > eo a+ gt fey 9 oad 
verthelefs there remain fome few things 


(not in oppofition to Trut 


} . | 
h, but need- 


ful for my fuller information) of which 


I defire we may entertain 


|'Difcourfe. But we will 


{ome further 
put off this 


till to morrow (the Sun being now near 
fetting) that at our leifure, and with 


more convenience we ma 
difcufs this whole Matter. 
WHEN Ceciliw had 


rec >} 
y throughly 


thus fiecly 


jutterd hjs Mind, As for me (faid I) f 


dim 
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am overjoyd upon the account of ug), 
all, and in particular, that Octauiys | 
une done me fo great a pleafure by his: | 

Victory, asto deliver me from the en- 
vy, of judging between my Friends, 
Neverthelefs I fhall not launch forth 
into the Prailes of OFaviws, becaufe I 
am fenfible that I can never give hie 
the Commendations he defexves, Be- 
fides, the Teftimony of a man, and of 
one ‘only, is too little: The Great 
GOD is his Reward, who has in- 
{pir'd him with fo perfwafive a Speech, 
and enabled him to overcome. 

THUS vie cae eparted joyfully, 
C Ccuis, becaufe he f oe believ’ ds OGa- 
vis, becaufe he had overcome; and 
U2 Je olf, both f ror the Faith of the One; 
of the Other. 
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